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TO 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

William windham, 


SECBETARY OF STATE FOR THE WAR DEPARTMENT* 

#C. 4'C. 


SIR, 

They who recollect, with admira- 
tion and gratitude, the prophetic wisdom 
and masterly eloque/ice which ‘distinguished 
your senatosial efforts after the treaty of 
Amiens, will probably consider it a pre- 
sumption in me tp solicit your notice to the 
following humble compilation. 

And though it frequently^ vgjgp Jiave 
happened, that those* who were gifted with 
splendid talents have disdained to* look down 
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upon subordinate acquirements; yet, while 
your Wore exalted powers are transmitting 
you to the latest posterity, as an example for 
the mosf Energetic and enlightened statesmen 
'to imitate, X may venture to affirfm, that 
no subject is too minute to obfain your, 
attention, if it promise to promote the wel- 
fare of any class of the community. 


In the present crisis the reputation of 
our army is an object of magnitude : and the 
•great importance of a w*ell- disciplined Light 
Infantry is no longer disputed, though it has, 
till lately, been fither too little attended to, 
or too little valued. The following sheets' 
contain selections from the best publications 
on the subject,, with some additional infor- 
mation, on whal reflection and practice have 
• • 

taught me to hope may* prove useful to 

t 

others. I have no motive in this work but 
to offer* my /iite to a service which I value, 
as ondfsTof vie best securiles for the honour, 
happiness, and preservation *of a country, 
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which is as much the envy of our enemies 
as it is the admiration and pridh of, 


Sir, 

Your obedient and obliged 
Humble Servant, 


T. H. COOPER. 
• • 


North Walsham , 
May 6, 1806* 
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preface: 


The principal design of the following 
sheets is to exhibit and compress, for the 
benefit of the British Volunteers, the whQle 
system of Light Infantry manoeuvres, as they 
are practised by single companies. It* may 

W' 

be said, perhaps, that enough has already 
been published. But as the author is ac- 
quainted with no writer on the subject whose 
instructions are not capable of improvement, 
and as he has collected and arranged all the 
opinions whifch are scattered through pre- 
ceding publications, he hopes that the 
British Volunteers, and the'Light Infantry in 
general, will accept the good intention of an 
attempt to bring about what can neves be- 
come perfect, until authority |ias established 
a general rule fcfr the manoeuvring of Light 
Infantry. At present there are no 'fixed 

I * t ® | 

words of command for the discipline of these 
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troops: Every one uses his own language; 

1 • 

consequently, very few companies can act 
together upon an uniform plan. The instruc- 
tions of General Dundas have been made a 

c 

standard for the battalion. It is equally de- 
sirable that there should be a proper stand- 

c f 

ard for the Light Infantry, in order to facili- 
tate their operations in brigade. . The author 
has in these sheets adopted the most simple 

c 

plan, proceeding step by step, from the very 
telling off of the Company, to the ma- 
noeuvring and skirmishing ; paying due re- 
gard to the regulations published by autho- 
rity, and to the opinions of the best military 
writers, wherever they appeared applicable 
to his subject. But as many difficulties may 
perplex the military student, and the written 
instructions may prove unintelligible to him, 
without further assistance, a set of Plates has 
been prepared with great pains and attention, 
whieli it is hoped will render the whole per- 
fectly easy and clear., It^ has not been. at- 
tempted to describe all the? formations of the 
Light Infantry, becaiisq th|re is such an in^ 
finite variety of them, as would render such 
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a description impossible, in §m elementary 
work like the present: nor, indeed, is 'it ne- 
cessary, as all the manoeuvres of the batta- 
lion are formed entirely upon the principles 
here laid down for those of the Light Com- 
pany, with the exception of fprming and 
reducing the column. , 

Here it should be observed, that though 
this, infinite vfriety of Light Infantry ma- 
noeuvres may appear useless or superfluous, 

• • 

yet they are not so in reality, as they serve to 
render men dexterous, alert, and attentive. 
It being necessary that the Bugle Horn 

a • • 

should be used, as soon as the Company has 
been completely instructed by the zvord of 
command, a selection of the sounds in most 
general use has been added* at the close of 

the work. ^The Publications referred to, and 

• * 

from which extracts have been made, are, 

Dundas's Rules and Regulations . 

Regulation for ofie Exercise of Riflemen and Light 
Infantry.— Published by Authority. 

A Manual for Volunteer Corps of Infantry. 



Williamson's (Elements of Military Arrangement. 
Duties of an Officer in the Field.— By Baron Gross. 
Instructions concerning the Duties of Light Infantry 
m tke Field. — By General Jarry. 

James's Military Dictionary j and some others. 



INTRODUCTION. 


Pheviously to entering ppon the system 
of Light Infantry Manoeuvres, it may be 
deenjed expedient to treat concisely on the 
services and utility of these nieritorious 
troops. The first formation of them appears 
to have been about the year 1656. In the 

American wars they, were particularly useful ; 

" . • • • 
and the mode of fighting which the American 

nations pursued, evidently shewed the ne- 
cessity* of such a corps. For, until Light 
Infantry were established, a regular army was 
never safe o» its march, being always harassed 
and dispirited by the irregular troops of the 
enemy. To obviate these •difficulties, the 
British Generals selected the most enterprising 
officers, and the most active df the* privates, 
with the appellation of Rangirs : by th&e 
means they produced the desired effpct; they 
engaged ’the enenly iij his own Way, opposed 
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Light Troops- to Light Troops, repulsed him 
with advantage, and secured and facilitated 
the operations of the army. The success of 
thes£ trtjops gave rise to the formation of a 
Light Comparty in every regiment. 

After the peace of 1763, the Light Com- 
panies were all reduced ; but in the year 1770, 
they were again selected ; and in 1774, seven 
Light Companies were formed into a bat- 
talion at Salisbury, by his Majesty’s orders, 
to practise a set of manoeuvres invented by 
General Howe. These manoeuvres may be 
geen by referring to Willfamson’s Elements of 
Military Arrangement, a book which is now 
become very scarce. 

.During the late war, in 1798, a brigade of 
Light Infantry, consisting of a detachment 
of horse artillery, two troops of light horse, 
two companies bf the line, and eleven com- 
panies of the militia regiments, then serving 
in the Eastern district, were formed by the 
present General Viscount fjowe, and, by his 
Majesty’s orders, were placdd under the com- 
mand of. Colonel WiHiatn »Scott, late' of the 
* « , • • 
80th regiment of foot, «who is now a Major- 

General in the army. 
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This brigade, after being reviewed by 
General Howe, was encamped near the sea at 
Little Holland, in' Ess^x ; where, the ma- 
noeuvres were practised, as thpy^are laid 

, * 

down ^in this publication, and wherp the 
Author Jiad the honour of serving in one of 
its companies/ 

With regard to the services of Light In- 
fancy, they are of the utmost utility, and 
may be ranked as next to those of the Jtifle- 
men : they conceal from the enemy the most 
important manoeuvres of a battalion. As the 
fore-runners of an ‘army, Light Infantry are 
vigilant night and day, and alert in tjie ex- 
t^emest degree ; they are accustomed to the 
opposites of .concealment in ambush, apd 
exposure in open iplains ; have double the 
advantage ctf a battalion, fjom the excellent 
simplicity of their manoeuvres. In the open 

plain, they cawactaSa compact body ; in 

» 

coppices and woods, as light troops ; and in 
the* line, as regulars: they can pursue their 
course with order and regularity over .steep 
hills, and rugged* precipices ; and- through 
woods and thickets, relying upon the activity 
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and gallantry, of their files ; they seize upon 
elevated positions and important posts, 
with a rapidity peculiar t*o themselves. 

DepeQjdiqg upon Light Infantry, an army 
hafi 4s front, flanks, and rear, secured against 
a surprise from the enemy. The inode of 
fighting of the Light Infantry is loose and 
desultory. They can stop the progress of an 
army ; and defeat the purposes of the ca- 
valry by their quick and irregular manner of 
firing. When an army advances in the pre- 
sence of the enemy, the Light Infantry are in 
front ; retreating, they a**e in the rear ; fo- 
raging^ they protect ; landing, they are the 
first to jump out of the boats ; embarking, 
they are the last to leave the shore. The most 
perfect friendship should subsist among Light 
Infantry. If possible, they should be per- 
mitted to choose *tlieir own comrades : for in 
a hilly and ^inclosed co\intcy r they are fre- 
quently so extended as to lose sight of their 
Commanding Officer; they,*therefore, depend 
m\ich'Upon uhanimity, prior instructions, and 
their own judgment. • As the system and ser- 
vice of light*troops, differ materially'from. the 
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regular regiments, it is essential that a Light 
Infantry Company should be composed pf the 
most active men of a battalion ; and to illus- 
trate this, the following citations are made 
from valuable works * : “ The light infantry 
“ presents a closer combat than the riflemen. 
“ It occasionally meets the u enemy with main 
“ force, though applied in a desultory and ir- 
** regular manner. The requisite qualities of 
“ this class of soldiers, besides good wind and 
“ long endurance of quick movements on 
“ irregular grounds, often connected withalight 
“ body, and a long fork, are a correct and ready 
“ knowledge of the aspects of ground and po- 
“ sition, a mind of enterprise, a bold and 
“ daring courage — ardent in pursuit of glory. 
“ The military instruction, which qualifies for 
** the proper* exercise of this part of military 
“ duty, consists in a judicious management of 
“ movements, and firings with aim in alt variety 
“ ofgroundandposition, . . . matured by a know- 

* A Systematic View of the Formation, Discipline, and - 
Economy of Armies, by Robert Jackson, Printed in /804 for 
Stockdale, page 17 %. 
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“ ledge and correct estimate of effect in all 
“ the, variety of circumstances which occur/' 

“ The piode of action, dmong the light class 
“ of troops* appears to be irregular ; but it 
“ has its own- rule of order. It advances, 
“ retreats, occupies positions rapidly, main- 
“ tains them for a given time, and given pur- 
“ pose. In short, it meets all the irregular 
“ presentations of the enemy ; in so far,, that 
“ the battalion, which possesses the great 
“ mechanical power of war, is allowed to ap- 
“ proacli to its just point of attack without 
“ annoyance, and without the necessity of 
“ accelerating its movements ; a cause, which 
“ produces agitation in the frame of the indi- 
“ vidual, disturbs the steadiness of the hand, 
“ and necessarily diminishes the certainty of 
“ the direction of the missile lbrcfc. 

“ * Besides theServiee which thelightinfantry 
“can peVform,' during the . campaign, they 
“ may also be employed to great advantage in 
“ a day Hof ba f ttle ; first, because, it is often 
“‘necessary £o have infantry posted upon the 

• C O* JL 

* Count Turpin’s Art of War. 
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“ extremities of the wings of thg cavalry, light 
“ infantry ought of course to be posted on them, 
“ as neither belonging to the lines, no^ destroy- 
“ ing the order of battle. 

“Secondly, they may also.be placed .in 
“ another position. — There is scarcely any 
“ battle fought, but where the first advantages 
“ on either side depend on being possessed of 
“ a defile, hollow, wood, or some other post. 
“ The care of these posts, to all appearance, 
“ cannot be entrusted to any troops fitter for 
“ the purpose than these, who, without more 

“ bravery than others, arc yet more accus- 

• • • 

“ tomed to action, as they seldom pass a day 
“ Avithout meeting the enemy. By custom, 
“ soldiers grojv habituated to action, and^fa- 
“ miliarised to danger : it may be observed, 
“ that in sieges they are less anxious for their 
“ safety, at the second than at the first, and 
“ at the third than at the second \ therefore 
“ light troops, who are continually skirmish- 
“ ing with the enemy, grow 'accustomed to 
“ every danger, and consequently fire quicker 
“ than other troops. * On the other hand, Avhat 
c< may not troops *be expected to’perform, who 

c 2 



XX 


“ daily expose themselves, unassisted, to every 
“ service that offers ; when they see them- 

selves supported t>y piqhets and grenadiers ? 
“ If, notwithstanding all their resolution, they 
“ aye .obliged t© retire, their retreat, which, by 
“ their continual fire, proves generally bloody 
“ to the enemy, makes no ill impression in the 
“ army ; it being their custom both to retire 
“ whenever they find a force superior to .their 
** own, and rally as expeditiously, and return 
“ to the charge when circumstances require it : 
“ on the contrary, when the grenadiers or bat- 
“ talions are seen to fly *or give ground, the 
“ courage of the troops will be depressed by 
“ such a check being given to the flower of 
“ the infantry, that of the enemy raised, and 
“ the whole army discouraged in such a man- 
“ ner as may projbably end in ife entire de- 
“ feat. 

“ It is very true that light troops are very 
“ useful in the field, as they are the only troops 
“ calculated for skirmishing,* and covering the 
“ infantry and 1 cavalry belonging to the fora- 
“ gi n g parties and con> o} f s ; tliey-also clear the 
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** march of .an army, guard the troops from 
** surprises, aqd exempt the cayalry and m- 
“ fantry from many fatigues they must neces- 
“ sarily undergo, if they were emplojted on the 
** services performed by the light horse and 
“ light infantry * ; in short, it is necessary 
“ for an army to be provided with them 
“ at all events, without considering whether 
“ the* enemy hath any or not. If an 
“ army is furnished with light troops, the 
“ General can oppose them to the enemy’s ; 
“ if the enemy is destitute of them, his ca- 
“ valry and infantry will be, continually haiv 
“ rassed and fatigued in such a manner, as to 
“ be very little able to act offensively. 

“ It is very Requisite for an officer of light 

“ troops, to obtain a thorough individual 

* 

** f The only difference between thft duty of light infantry 

and light horse, during a # campaign, is, that these last can 

• • • 

inarch with more facility and expedition to whatever part they 
are ordered ; in other respects they equally contribute to the 
securhy of an army, and) by joining, shelter thelhselves from 
every sort of danger : nothing can stop thfcm, and they are 
in a manner certain of succeeding in whatever enterprise they 
unctertake,” 



xxn 


“ knowledge of tlie men under his command, 
“ that he may, employ them according to their 
“ intelligence and ceurage. 

“ One “serjeant, corporal, or private, will 
“ answer better for rcconnoitering openly the 
“ enemy, that is, for approaching him, so as 
“ to be able to give a tolerable account of 
“ the post which he occupies, and of his 
“ force. 

4 ‘ Another will be better employed as a 
“ scout, or in watching the enemy’s motions 
u without discovering himself ; and another 

will be found useful by *his manner of ques- 
“ tioning the peasants, and of getting from 

19 

“ them the best information about the dif- 
“ ferent regiments and uniforms, and the name 
“ and nature of the places where they lie, how 
“ far they send their patroles, their way of 
“ guarding themselves, the abundance or 
“ scarcity of provisions, forage, &c. &c. among 
“ them. 

“ Another will be better' calculated for an 

i t 

u ambuscade, and have the necessary cun- 
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** ning for taking prisoners without compro* 
“ mising himself. 

“ Others are subjt£t to ^infirmities,. amongst 
“ which those of the sight must particu- 
“ larly noticed ; and even amQng them , , some 
“ who sfe well in the day-time. are almost 
“ blind at night. Some old soldiers have the 
“ genius of resources, and having observed 
“ some situation or passage, may be able to 
“ give a good advice, which ought to be turned 
“ to advantage. 

“ And as some men are naturally awkward, 

“ and easily alarmod, it is very important to 

• 

“ know them, in order not to employ them 
“ where they might communicate their fears. 

“ All those different characters may be 
“ easily found out ,by conversing with them, 
“ and chiefly by attending to their reports." 

If the reader is ifesirous of* obtaining a full 
and authentic account of the duties of Height 
Infantry in the field, he should istudy the 
following useful books upon th6 subject, frbm 



which he may obtain all the Information he 
can wish— viz. 

The Regulations of' Riflemen and Light Infantry . — 
Published by Authority. 

‘Otitjay’s Turpin’s Art of War. 

General Jtirry’s Instructions concerning * the Duties 
of Light Infantry in the Field. 

Military Instructions from the late King of Prussia 
to his Generals. 

Ehuiald on the Duties of Light Troops. 

And, Baron Gross’s Duties of an Officer in the 
Field : — with some few others. 



The following wd& by mistake omitted in p. Hi. 


FIRING ON THE SPOT WITH CLOSED RANKS. 

At the sound of the commence firing , the 
right hand file, or two right hand files of 
each section, take three quick paces to the 
front, the rear rank men step to the right of 
their file-leaders, present, and each fires as he 
gets a proper aim, then resumes his place in 
the company as above mentioned, and loads 
again : when the two first files have fired, the 
two next advance, and so on through the 
company. 

This mode of firing is necessary to prevent 
the- whole from being unloaded at the same 
.time, when the? company therefore has fired 
once according to thg above regulations, 
every file on being loaded again will advance 
three paces, .and each man wilt take his aim 
and fire, and proceed as before. At the 
.sound of the cease firing , not a $hot must be 
heard. The officers, who mpst invariably re- 
main in the line during this .firing, are on no 
account to stir from the spot, gnd when the 
signal to cease firing is made/ and every m&n 
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loaded and shouldered, they will dress their 
platoons. Too much attention cannot be 
given to the above rule, for the preservation 
of the alignment will entirely depend upon 
a strict observance of it. 


ERRATA. 

Page xv. line 13, for four-runners read fore-runners. 

— xix. — Q, for couse read course. 

— 2, — 14, omit the comma after the word firing . 

— IQ, — 4, for the Manual and Platoon Exercise, read the Ma- 

nual and Platoon Exercises. 

— 1 6 , — 7, for Firing on the Spot, read Firing on the Spot in 

extended Order. 

— — — 9* for firing on the spot, read, firing on the spot in ex - 

tended order. 

— 37» — 16 , omit to . <■ 

— do, — 21, for fugleman rarf flugleman. 


TO THE BINDER. 

The Plates to he folded and placed at the end of the 
work, r 

The Bugle Notes to be placed after the Plates, 
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PRACTICAL GUIDE 

FOR THE 

LIGHT INFANTRY OFFICER . 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS * 

When Light Infantry companies are in line* 
with their battalions, they are to form, and 
act, in every respect, as a company of the 
battalion. 


LOOSE FILES. 

When acting by themselves, and not in 
line, they may ^lobsen their ■ files six • inches 
apart from each other. 

OPEN ORDER. 

Open Order is two feet between each file. 

Sec Rules and Regulations. 

. » 


EXTENDED ORDER 


Is ttvo paces distance between each file, or 
any nurfiber of paces regulated at the discre- 
ti<jn ,of the Commanding Officer. The files 
may be extended from the right, left, or 
centre , according to circumstances in exe- 
cuting this, each' front rank man must care- 
fully take his distance from the man next to 
him, on that side from which the extension is 
to be made ; the rear rank men conform to 

r 

the movement of their file leaders. 

MOVEMENTS IN QUICK TIME. * 

Abb movements of the Light Companies, 
except when jiving , advancing , or retreating , 
are to be in quick time. They are never to 

* No specific rules have been laid down for the time or 
step of Light Infantry, and certain it is tKat none should be 
slower than the common quick time 3 in forming, the char- 
ging time should be used. Ordinary time does not seerti 
calculated for Light Troops, consequently a quicker time 
should be practised, as emergencies may occur, when a strict 
adherence to ordinary time would be prejudicial 3 andjegu- 
larity can only be expected from practice. Timing well, and 
executing with rapidity and vigour, is the most infallible road 
to victory 3 therefore, quickness ,cannot be too much inculcated 
in common cxdxisc, which may prevent &ebad t con$equences 
of being hurried on more serious occasions. 
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ran unless particularly directed, and, in that 
case, they are only to run at that pace in 
which they can preserve thei# order ; and it 
is to be a rule that the two men of^jthe same 
file, never separate on any account whatever. 
The greatest care must be taken to *a\foid 
confusion, and the intermixture of files. 


FILE MOVEMENTS. 

Though all movements should be made 

• 0 

in front as much as possible, ye‘t, from the 
nature of those of Light Infantry, and the 
ground thej^ are more particularly liable to 
traverse, file movefhents may, frequently be 
necessary, all such to be made from pne of 
the Hanks, by previously facing to it. 

As most of the Light Infantry Manoeuvres 
are performed in files, it is requisite to a’dd 
how necessary it is* to pay particular atten- 
tion to the file movements : .by a strict regard 
to this method of exercise’, many changes 
which are now performed by the wheelings 
and marching in sub-divisions, might be Hone 
by .file movement^ more rapidly, and with 
fewer changes ; the greatest difficulty at- 
tending it, arises from the ranks not being 
kept well # locked if)3, which cap <^nly be done 
by much training and practice ; the lengthy 

b 2 
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ening; put the files is a serious evil, land in 
fact counteracts the whole design. But by 
due observation* men ma^be taught to move 
in files, nguch better # tlian they now do, par- 
ticularly if ft were made an essential part 
of the duty of Light Infantry manoeuvres ; 
the square could march better, and be more 
expeditiously fonyed, and with fewer words 
of command * 

* File-marching is supposed to have been first adopted by 
the Prussians, and is thus performed according to the Drill 
System.' A perfect cadence and equality of step is to be 
preserved, and without the least opening out, or lengthening 
of the file. After facing, and at the word march , the whole 
step off at the same instant, each replacing, „or rather over- 
stepping the foot of ^he man before c him, i. e. tW right foot of 
the second man comes within the left foot of the first, and 
thus of every one j n\ore or less overlapping, according to the 
closeness or openess of the files, and the length of step. 
The front rank will march straight along the given line, each 
soldier of that rank, r looking along the necks of those before 
hi m, never to the right or left, otherwise a waving of the 
march will take place $ and, of course, the lass and extension 
of line and distance ; whenever the body returns to its proper 
front. The centre and rear ranks ipust look to, and regulate 
themselve's, by their leaders of the fronUrank, and always dress 
in their file. Although file-marching is generally in quick, 
yet it must also practised in ordinary time. The above 
position of feet takes place in all m&rching in front, where 
the ranks are clctee and locked up. With a little attention 
and practice, this 1 mode of marching, apparently so difficult, 
will be found., by every soldidr, to b£ feasief than the common 
method of marching by files, when, bn every halt, the rear 
must run up, to gain the ground it has unnecessarily lost. 
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FILE LEADERS. 

File leaders must be particularly »careful to 
preserve their proper distances. frc4n which- 
ever hand they are to dress to ; and the # fol- 
lowers of each file must only be attentive to 
cover, and be regulated by their proper file 
leaders. In file, the rear rank invariably 
dresses by, and is regulated by, the front 
rank. 


FORMING TO THE FRONT. 

Forming to the front, is done by the files 
moving briskly up to the right or left of the 
leading file, as ordered. 

, RIGHT OR LEFT. 

In forming to the right or left, the leading 
file will halt and face as directed, as will the 
succeeding ones,, as they come up to their 
proper distances. 

FORWARD TO THE RIGHT, OR BEFT. 

Forming forward to the right or left*. — 't'he 
leading file Jialto ahd» faces as directed ; the 
succeeding filesf le^l round the rear, and 

b 3 
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form to the same front as the leading file 
has done, and at their proper distances. 


MARCHING TO REAR, AND FORMING. 

Wren marching to the rear by files, and 
to form to ijie front , the leading file will 
halt and front ; the succeeding files will go 
round the rear of the leading file, and form 
on the right or left of it, as directed. Form- 
ing to the right or left, or forward to right or 
left, is done in the same manner as when 
marching to the front *. 


INTERVALS AND DISTANCES. 

All intervals and distances must be pre- 
served and taken M'ith the greatest accuracy. 
In marching to any point the leaders of files 
should take two or three objects before them, 
which are in a direct line to tlfe point of 
formation ; and this may be easily done by 
selecting trees, shrubs, stones, or turfs of earth 


* In filing to the rear and forming up, another mode is 
frequently practised, viz, for the leading file to halt and front ; 
and the other files, tf retreating from the right, incline to the 
right, and come to the right-about, as they arrive in line ; 
this seems the method, as'thelinfe is so6ner formed, and 
1 the men in action fcee less of the Enemy's fire# 
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parallel to each other ; and as soon as one 
object is passed they must notice another, 
and so on ift succession, till they arrive at 
the proper point of apptri ; this preserves a 
straight and direct line of march, **and pre- 
vents ^ny curve or irregularity ; the slightest 
practice of marching without such an object 
of direction, will prove the advantage of 
attending to this simple injunction. 


THE POST OF OFFICERS. 


IN CLOSE ORDER. 

The Officer commanding the company 
will be on fhe right, covered by a Serjeant; 
the second Officer on the left, also covered 
by a Serjeant ; the youngest Officer in the 
centre of the rear, three paces distant from 
the rear rank.* If there are any supernu- 
merary Officers, they will be equally divided 
with the Serjeants in the reart 


s 4 
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OPEN ORDER. 

The Officers are advanced three paces in 
front of^the Company : the Commanding 
Officer on the right, parallel to the second 
file', the second Officer on the left, opposite 
to the second file; the youngest Officer in 
the centre. 


EXTENDED ORDER. 

In extended order, the post of Officers and 
Serjeants is always in the rear, equally di- 
vided, where they must pay particular atten- 
tion that the men preserve their order, and 
that they fire and load coolly and deliber- 
ately ; ' they must likewise be attentive to 
direct them to the supposed object of attack. 
The Captain is m the centre. 


IN OPEN.bR CLOSE COLUMN. 

If the right of the column, is in front, the 
pivot«will be on the left ; and if the left of 
the colurqn is in front, the pivot will then be 
on the right o£ the column. 
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PIVOT FLANK. 

The proper pivot flank is t%t which, 
when wheeled up to, forms the Une'ln proper 
order. The other is called the reverse flayk. 


MARCHING BY ‘FILES. 

In marching by files, they shift to the 
leading flank, to regulate the march. The 
covering Serjeant* leads the company: if 
marching the right in front, the Officers will 
be on the left ; if the left in front, the Officers 
will be on the right . 


BY DIVISIONS.* 

In marching by divisions, each Officer 
leads one. The • supernumerary Officer, if 
there be owe, is with the Officer commanding, 
ready to obey any directions he may receive 
from him. 


IN DRESSING. 

The Officers place themselves at the third* 
file of the division fyom which they dress. 
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COVERING SERJEANTS. 

c 

In open column 4 they* cover the second 
file from'thejr Officers; in line or close co- 
lumn they covejr their Officers. 


ARMS,, HOW CARRIED. 

Tiie arms in general are to be carried 
sloped, with bayonets fixed. Flanking and 
advancing parties may carry them trailed 
without bayonets, both for ease and for the 
purpose of taking cooler and more deliberate 
aim. In extended order, the arms are always 
trailed ; in closing they should be shouldered 
and sloped. 


WHEN ON SENTRY.* 

I | 

When on sentry at the* out-posts, to sup- 
port or slope the firelock is not* to be per- 
mitted; but it should be carried advanced 
in the left arm, as Riflemen do. 

‘TAKING POST, 

When a company or detachment is or- 
dered to take post on any particular spot, it 

General jJarry.' 
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is to be the business of the Ofljcer command- 
ing to take the best advantage of the ground, 
observing that he .must never disperse his 
company ; but if it sliotild be necessary to 
make small detachments from it,'he must still 
presence a part of his company, or detach- 
ment, as a reserve, on which those detach- 
ments may fall back ; a$d this is to be a 
general rule, in all cases, where the strength 
of the party is sufficient to allow of making 
detdchments from it. 
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r Vhe following are the, Principles* by which Light 
Irfantry Companies are manoeuvred . 


Advancing ) *£. -f ^ 

Retreating 1 t Centre, < Sub-Division®, \ Double Files ? 
r mm nf l or i or» 1 and 

° *** J Flanks, Sections, j Indian Files* 


FORMING. 

To the front— -To the rear. 
To the right — To the left 
Jo thejront aqd right. 

To thf front and left. 
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Also to change, front on the centre, and to 
form two deep , three deep t and four deep ; also 
to form the square . 


The Manual and Platoon Exercise according to 
.Regulation. 
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ON T1*E 

DIFFERENT MODES OF FIRING. 


n the Company is not in extended 
ordfcf, tfll firing is to be by single men} each 
firing as quick as he can, consistent with 
loading properly ; the firing to begin from 
the centre, the flarvks, or from the point first 
formecL The rear rank man should always 
endeavour to permit his file lpader to fire first, 
and to fire himself immediately after, observ- 
ing to take good aim. 


FIRING, TWO RANKS KNEELlj< G — PRIMING AND 
LOADING, IN THAT POSITION. 

“ At the word ready both # ranks sink' down 
smartly on their jight knees,* and throw back 
their right legs. In the front, rank, the .left- 
side of the right knees is directly to the rear 


• See his Majesty's Regulations, isf Nor. 1804. 
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of the right side of the left foot ; but the rear 
rank carries the right knee about four inches 
to the right. ' The left lfgs of both must be 
perfectly ‘perpendicular. The front and rear 
ranks respectively bring their firelocks down 
to *he priming position, as hereafter ex- 
plained, cock, and replace their right hands 

on the small of the butt : from the left arm 
* 

being brought across the body, the left 
shoulders of both ranks are brought forward 
in a small degree ; but the body must* be 
kept as square to the front as possible, with- 
out producing constraint.” 


. , , PRESENT. 

** On' the word present , both ranks bring 
their firelocks to the present, each man slowly 
and. independently levelling at the particular 
object which his eye has fixed upon ; and as 
soon as he has covered his object,' each man 
fires of his own aocord, without waiting for 
any word of command ; the elbows must on 
too account be projected.” 


LOAD. 


** Both ranks keep their' firelocks at the pre- 
Isent, till the word “ toad” is given, which the 



15 


Officer orders as soon as he sees they have 
fired." 

“ Then the men»come to the priming posi- 
tion, which in this particular mode of firing 
is as follows*." 

“ The firelocks of the front rank are. incline 
with the haunches ; and thosq of the rear 
rank are placed about four inches above the 
haunches." 

“ The elbows of both ranks must be as 
clo’se to the body as possible." 

**• The front rank men, after primings bring 
round their firelocks to the left side, and 
throw the butts to the rear; so that the 
barrels may be clpse to the left thigh, and 
the muzzles three inches’ behind the left 
knees. 

“ The left hand moves the firelock from 
the right sid/B to the left, and the right hand 
is brought across.the body to accomplish the 
loading. After loading, the firelock is raised 
and advanced to the front by the left hand, 
and the position for making r<jacly is re- 
sumed.” 

“ The rear rank men, after priming, turn 
the body to the 'right in a small degree, lean 
well to the rear, and throw the butts to the 
front, so tl\^t thp firejocks may # be in contact 
•with the right thighs of ‘the ‘front rank. 
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men, and the puzzle in line witji the hip 
bone.’’ 

♦ , 

“<Fhey then resume their original position 

for making ready/’ 

“ On tfie signal to cease firing, the ranks 
resumo their standing position, and shoulder.” 


FIRING ON THE SPO T. 

Wh en *the order is given to commence 
firing oji the spot , the front rank makes ready, 
presents (each man selecting his particular 
object) and fires ; as soon as the rear rank 
man sees his file leader put the ball into his 
piece, he makes 1 ready, and fires through the 
intervals of the front rank ; and when the 
rear rank men have put their balls into their 
pieces, each man gives notice, to his file 
leader to fire, by giving th^, word ready , &c. 
Thus the fire is continued till the signal is 
given to cease firing. 


FIRING IN EXTENDED ORDER. 

< 

In firing in extended order, it is to be a 
standing rule, that the two men of the same 
file are never, unloaded together < for which 
purpose, as soon as the front' rank man has' 
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fired, he is to slip round the left of the rear 
rank man, who will make a short pace . for- 
ward, and put- himself in the other's place, 
whom he is to protect whfle loading.^ When 
the first man returns his ramrod, he will give 
his comrade the word ready, after which, »and 
not before, he may fire, and immediately 
change places as before. 


WRING ADVANCING. 

When firing advancing in extended order, 
the signal to march will be first sounded, and 
immediately after the signal to commence 
firing ; when the rear«rank (see Plate I. fig. 1.) 
moves briskly six paces before the front rank, 
each man having passed to the right of his 
file leader, makes ready, takes his aim, and 
fii es ; and as soon as he has loaded agairf, 
trails his arms. 

The Seijeaftt of the front rank, as soon as 
he sees the rear rank has fired; steps in front, 
and whistles ; upon \Vhich the front rank (see 
Plate I. fig. 3.) advances briskly six paees 
beforp the rear rank and fires, then lo^ds and 

trails arms the same as the rear rank. Thus 

• . * 

each rank continues advancing and firing al- 
ternately. At the signal to cease fining not a 
shot* must Be heard.* 
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FIRING RETREATING. ' 

At the sound of the commence firing , fol- 
lowed j>y the signal to retreat , the first rank, 
(see Plate’ll, fig. 1.) which ever happens to 
Pe in front, begins to fire, then goes to the 
right-about, and inarches twelve paces in the 
rear (see Plate II. fig. 2.) of the second rank, 
fronts and loads ; when the Serjeant on the 
flank of the second rank sees that the first is 
formed and loading, he steps two paces to 
the' fron band whistles, ujpon which the second 
rank fires, and faces to the right-about, and 
marches twelve paces in the rear (see fig. 3.) 
of the first, fronts and loads. Thus, alternately, 
each rank retires, supporting each other. At 
the signal to halt, they cease firing, and the 
rear rank instantly closes. 

TO FIRE ADVANCING IN EXTENDED ORDER, AND 
COVERING EACH OTH'^R. 

At the signal to advance followed by the 
commence firing, the rear rank (see Plate III. 
fig. 1.) will advance six paces in front (see fig. 
2.) and cover their file leaders, then fire ; the 
>front rank men (see fig. 1.) will then advance 
in a direct line, and place themselves six 
paces In front, (se€ figTof) of their rear rank 
men and parallel to them ; and wait till the 
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rear rank has, loaded, when they immediately 
fire: thus they proceed alternately, paying 
particular regard to the just distances, and 
accurately covering each other. All fading 
is to be done in the rear. 

FIRING UNDER COVER. 

In firing from behind trees, large stones, 
&c. Ljght Infantry men are to present, to the 
right of the object which covers them ; and 
in changing places with the other m*an of* the 
file, after firing, they will step back, and to 
the left, so that the rear rank man may step 
forward. without being exposed. 


DEFILE FIRING 

May be so called from beirtg obliged to 
engage in a defile, highway, lane or narrow 
passage, where no more than \cn, twelve, six- 
teen, or twenty files,, can inarch abreast ; so 
that, according t<3 the breadth of the place, 
the divisions must be increased or diminished. 
When the column Is in motion, and ’arrived 
where the firing is to begin, the Cbmmanding 
Officer, from the rear,, gives the word halt. 
The* Officer commanding the division? m front 

c 52 
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the first and second rank mefi, present, and 
fire together. The front rank men keep firing 
as quick as possible. 

* “ The centre lank man having fired, shall 
with hts right hand pass his firelock to the 
iym? who is in the rear rank of his jfrle ; this 
last-mentioned shall receive it witji his left 
hand, and shall with his right hand pass his 
own to the man in the centre rank, who ivill 
fire with the firelock of the rear rank man, 
which he will load and fire a second ' time, 
when he shall pass it back to the man in the 
rear rank j and thus the fire will continue in 
such a manner that the man of the centre 
rank fires always twic£ with the same fire- 
lock, before lief returns it to the man in his 
rear, 'excepting the first time. 

“ After the first fire, the man in the front, 
qnd the man in the centre rq,nk of each file 
shall fire, respectively, (.without waiting for 
each other,” till the order or signal is given 
to cease Jiving. 


* Sec page 48, of Rules and Regulations for the Field 

Exercise and Manoeuvres of the French Infantry, by John 

M‘DonaH Esq. F. R. S. &c. panted by Wilson, for the 

Author, and to be had at Egerton’s. 

. ’ • ° 



FIRING AT THE TARGET!. 


In firing at a mark, it is to bo observed 
that the target should be at least five feet in 
diameter, for, if it were smaller, the unprac- 
ticed recruit would* be apt to miss it so*often 
as to despair of hitting it; and to become 
expert, a man should find encouragement, 
and even amusement, in this practice. Ano- 
ther disadvantage in its being \oo small would 
be, that in missing the targpt altogether, a 
man could not ascertain whether he had shot 
too much to *the right, or too much to the 
left ; whereas a tafget of a proper size, with 
a mark in the middle, being easily hit, the 
man sees at once the fault lie has made, and 
learns to correct it. The recruit should be 
taught to fire without a rest, and to begin 
firing at the distance of fifty yards, and in- 
crease it by degrees to any distance. 
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instruct/ons for firing at a target. 

* * 

A target should be fciade about five feet, 
or five .feet and a tialf high, by twenty-one 
inches in bfeadth ; or may be square, round, 
or'irt the shape of a man. In the* middle 
should be .marked a broad stripe, 'also two 
other broad stripes at equal distances from 
the centre, at the top and bottom ; these 
stripes or lines should be drawn across hori- 
zontally, and of a black colour. 

Thfe soldier should be taught to fire at the 
distance of fifty yards or paces, at first ; 
afterwards at 100, 150, 200 ; and, lastly, at 
300 yards distance. • 

* “ At the distances of 100 and 200 yards, 
aim must be taken at the lower mark, and at 
300 yards, at the upper mark ; the men must 
fire one by one, at first without, and after- 
wards, by word of command, when they may 
have acquired the method of aiming accu- 
rately. 

“ They must be directed, in presenting, to 
hold* the butt firm against the right shoulder, 
to support the firelock steadily with the left 


* Sea page 126, vol. 1st — Rules and Regulations for the 
Field Exercise ^and Manoeuvres, of, ,the french Army, by 
John M‘DonaId, Esq. 
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hand, and to’ bring the breech, the sight, 
and object, to coincide with the visual 
ray : and to* give jthem a facility of pre- 
senting in the requisite* direction,* and of 
aiming accurately, after coming down*quickly 
to a present, they shall receive the tyoisd, 
Recover /l rms. 

“ The men must be told, at the word Jive, 
to pull the trigger forcibly, with the fore 
finger, without stirring the head or altering the 
direction of the firelock ; and to establish the 
observation of these rules, essentially neces- 
sary, after firing, the presenting position 
must be dwelt on, till the word load is 
given.” 


THE TARGET. • 

“ This mark is sometimes made in the form 
of a man, and of the same size ; and some- 
times in a circular form, on which are concert- 
trie circles, to determine the distance from 
the centre ; the point aimed at. The* distance 
of the target, from the firing station, is gene- 
rally about a hundred yards, and for* security 


■ * See James’s Military Dictionary, a very valuable work 
published by ( Egerton. * 
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it is placed at the bottom of a hill, or a large 
mound of earth is raised, or faggots are piled 
up to suqIi. a length or Jieight,’ as is deemed 
sufficient to stop ail the stray balls. In flat 
countries, the latter securities are absolutely 
n^ce^sary ; but in many places, Nature points 
out its glens and recesses, where the target 
may be placed, without any aid from art; and 
on the sea side ho security is wanting. In 
many places, an old chalk pit answers the 
same purpose : according to the skill of-those 
who, fire in a flat country., the mound behind 
the target may be made of different dimen- 
sions ; and instead of a large mound, which 
it is often inconvenient to raise behind the 

i 

' target, a few small mounds, or piles of faggots, 
may be raised between the firing station and 
a small target mound, which will answer the 
same purpose. Thus, suppose the distance 
between the ' target moynd and the firing 
station to be a hundred yards, q,nd the target 
mound to be twenty feet wide, and twelve 
feet high, two positions .may be taken, one 
ten 4 yards, and the other thirty yards, from the 
firing station ; and at each two mounds should 
be raised, between which; if the ball phsses 
low enough,* it will be stopped by the target- 
mound ; and if the piece was raised too high, 
the ball \Vill,be stopped by a cross bar of earth, 



or faggots, over the mounds, at one or other 
of the two positions. The width of the aper- 
ture, at the second/ position, cfr the position 
distant thirty yards froiA the firing^ station, 
may be thus taken by the eye. • Tfie target 
is supppsed to be fixed in the ‘middle <jf Jhe 
target-njound, the person standing directly 
opposite, at the firing station, fixes two rods, 
or straight lines, meeting in a point at the 
height of his eye, and making such an angle 
that*, looking along each line, he just sees the 
extremity of the 'target-mound. , In .these 
lines, at the distance of thirty yards, two up- 
right poles are fixed, and the space between 
these poles, is the opening through which, if 
the ball goes, it will be stopped! by the target- 
mound. A line being drawn between the two 
upright poles, and extended on each side, to 
the distance qf six or eight feet from each^an 
upright pole is fixed ; and if a* ball were fired 
through the»space between either of the first 
fixed, and the adjacent polc$, it would not hit 
the mound, but go* wide of it. This space is, 
therefore, to be filled up with earth or faggots, 
to intercept the stray balls ; ^nd over them is 
to foe thrown a foa’r, to intercept the 'balls that 
would, otherwise, go over the *mound. t The 
height of this t ba^ from the ground, is found 
by pointing a gun to the top Qf the target- 
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mound, whilst a cross pole *is raised, or 
lowered, till it meets the eye ; and over the 
bar, at this height, is to ^e raised a mound 
of eartlj,* or faggofs, three or four feet in 
height. *A ball now directed for the target, 
might either pass through this aperfure, or 
be caught # by the mounds and cross bar, 
or go wide of the one, and over the other. 
At the distance of ten yards from the firing 
station, two poles are erected, in a straight 
line from the eye to the outward extremity 
of each mound at the second position ; and 
there, two mounds are raised like the former, 
and across them a bar is thrown, whose height 
is found by pointing a gun to the top of the 
earth, over the ‘cross bar, at the second posi- 
tion ; and upon this bar, at the first position, 
is raised earth or faggots, to the height of 
three or four feet. It is manifest, that a ball 
directed to th& target wil 1 , if not taken with 
an aim that must be corrected by a stander- 
by, in a raw recruit, either pass through the 
aperture, or be stopped by its mounds. If 
it pass through this aperture, it must pass 
through the aperture at the second position, 
or be stopped by its mounds : and if it passes 
through this latter aperture, it must either be 
stopped by the ground, or by the target- 
mound. To prevent any ill accident from 



29 


the ball bounding from the # ground, dung 
may be raised to the height of a foot 'in two 
places, which will/ effectually’ prevent mis- 
chief. The respective Weights of tjje target 
and the other mounds, as also •their widths, 
and the widths of the apertures, and of *1110 
bars over them, and the distances of the tar- 
get and the other mounds, may be ascertained 
accurately by trigonometry. By an easy 
contrivance, the target is made moveable, 
either advancing from the target-mound, or 
passing by it, that the eye may be accus- 
tomed to a moving object. This is done by 
a rope, fixed to each side of the target, and 
which goes round, two pullies, and is drawn 
by a person behind the target-mound ; ancl 
when it is made to advance, or retit»at, the 
target is put on wheels, and the ropes going 
round two pullies • on posts, between .the 
second position, and the tai'get-mound, are 
drawn by the man behind the target-mound, 
to make it advance ; and for the retreat, two 
other ropes are fiiced behind it, by which it 
is drawn back' by the person belling the 
target-mound. When it is a,n object to save 
the lead, a sheet ’of lead is suspended behind 
the target, which the balls p’erforatc^; and 
their motion .beipg retarded by the vibrating 
lead, is ‘deadened by a brick Mvp.ll* instead of 
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earth bcliind f and the balls fall to the 
ground." 


OBSERVATIONS ON FIRING. 


“ There is no doubt but that the fire of 
inusquetry.may be reduced to a theory ; but 
far from that being the case, the soldier has 
no principle given him ; for let the distance, 
or situation of the objects, be what they may, 
he fires at random. It is principally owing 
to the' exercise of the target being so little 
practised, that this ignorance, and’ deficiency 
of.principle, is so severely felt.” 

“ In our firings, the soldier is instructed 
always to fire low, yet no reason is given him 
why it should b£ so, but that the ball rises. 
To consider this a moment, the line of level 
(the dine of level is the straight line by which 
is seen the object on which the ball should 
be carried to), and the line' of fire (the line of 
fire i$ a straight line which represents the 
axis of the musquet), are by no means paral- 
lel; for ttccprding to the* different* weights 
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of metal wlycfi the barrel has, at its breech- 
ing, and at its aperture, so they describe an 
angle more or less aeute beyond the tube.” 

“ As the eye seeks its &im from tile length 
of the line of level, it is, therefore, fixed at 
the exterior of the barrel. Bilt entirely dif- 
ferent to this principle, the motional body, 
the bullet, is impelled from the interior part 
of the instrument, and the length of the line 
of fire ; therefore, the line of fire, and the 
line ’of level, cut each other. From the law 
of attraction imposed on all bodies obliquely 
thrown, at its delivery from the mouth of 
cylinder, the bullet or ball describes a curve 
which, rising from the muzzle, cuts the line of 
level at a small distance from the mouth of 
the barrel. It will, at about, the distance of 
sixty toises *, or three hundred and sixty feet, 
be found to be at a 'foot and a half or 1,wo 
feet, its greatest elevation above the line of 
level. From thence drawn to the earth by 
that gravitation to which all bodies are sub- 
jected, it again inclines to .the farmer line, 
and, at the distance of about one hundred 
and twenty toises, -cuts it a second time.” 

* Toise (French), a fathom or a measure of six feet, used ' 
by French engineers in fortifications. — A square* toise • is 
thirty-six square » feet 5* anti a # cubical toise »is ,t\vo hundred 
arid sixteen* cubical fce>* 
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“ It is this second point of intersection 
which is called the inusquet shot, or point 
blank, after which the bullet finishes to de- 
scribe Jts parabola to the end of its fall. 
"YVhat is here said is a common property to all 
fire-arms.” 

“It follows that, to make the ball«arrive at 
the mark* intended, the sight must not be al- 
ways precisely levelled at that mark. Suppose 
a mark, six feet high, divided into three equal 
parts, if the distance from it is fifty or Sixty 
toises or S.60 feet, then, to strike the upper 
^jppicnsion, aim must be taken at the middle 
one, two feet under the mark ; if meant to 
strike the middle, aim iq.ust be taken at the 
lower dimension, &c.” 

“ If* at 100 toises, the aim must be taken 
one foot below the mark, in order to hit it. If 
the distance is moi'c than 100 toises, to strike 
any of the dimensions, aim must be taken 
above the mark, and so keep raising in pro- 
portion to the distance. 

“ Suppose a battalion of the enemy in front, 
if at,300 toises distance, aim should be taken 
three feet over fhe battalion ; if at 200 toises, 
about a foot and a half ; if at 150, aim should 

* Frofri this it is obvious that three horizontal lines arc 
better for a target than circle?, which, it is well known, tend 
only to confuse the sight, 
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be taken at tlfeir hats; if at 100, at the middle 
of the body, & c. Although tho horizontal 
shot of a musquet may «be computed at 
ISO toiscs, yet, where the fire of a line* of in- 
fantry can have effect, it is seldom more tl;ai\ 
at 80 toise*s, or 160 yards." 
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light Infantry. 


WHEN ACTING WITH THEIR REGIMENTS*. 

Light Infantry Companies, when acting 
with their regiments, are divided into two di- 
visions (see Plate XVI. fig. 1 — JL.) t : that on 
the right hand will be in the rear of the se- 
cond company ; that on the left, in the rear 
of the seventh company, and they will at all 
times observe the distance bf» thirty paces. 
The Officer commanding will be with the 
right division, also the youngest Officer ; the 

second in command will be with the left di- 
• • 

vision. 


LINE BREAKS INTO COLUMN. 

When the line*breaks into column, if£he 
Light Companies receive no .particular di- 
rections for covering either the front or flanks 
of the column, they will wheel as the <joitf» 


* See Dundas. 

D 2 
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panics of the battalion do, *and conform 
themselves exactly to the movements of the 
secoild and seventh companies*, so as at all 
times to be in their «proper places. 


LINE FORMS CLOSE COLUMN. 

If the line forms a close column, and the 
Light Companies receive no particular direc- 
tions, they arc to form by companies, and 
close up in the rear of the column in the 
same ‘manner as their respective battalions. 


LINE DEPLOYS. 

Whin the column deploys into line, the 
Light Companies will face each as its batta- 
lion docs, file with it in the rear ; and when 
the battalion forms in thc^ line, will take its 
proper post in divisions behind, the second 
and seventh companies. 


• COVERING THE FRONT OF A BATTALION. 

If the tight Companies are ordered to cover 
the lipe in front, (see Plate XVI. fig. 1 — 1.) 
at the so.und of the ^.dvaKce, *the divisions 
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will face inwards, and file frofn their inner 
flanks round the flanks of the battalion, ^nd 
at the sound of the extend, or when at the 
distance of fifty paces, the leading^ flanks (see 
Plate XVJ. fig. 2 — 2) will wheel inwards to- 
wards e&ch other, so as to meet opposite the 
centre of’the battalion, (see Plate XVI. fig. 3) 
opening their files gradually from the rear, 
so as to cover the whole extent of the bat- 
talion: the Serjeant coverer of each division 
attending to the files, taking their proper 
distances ; the files arc to halt and front 
themselves. At the sound of the commence 
firing, they begin firing as in advancing or 
retreating, or upon *the spot, .according to 
to the directions they receive. 


W’HEN THE BATTALION' RETIRES BY ALTERNATE . 

COMPANIES. 

The Light Company is divided into four 
sections ; the first section is placed in rear of 
the first company; the second'in reaf <5f the 
third company ; the third section in rear* of 
the fifth company; and the fburth ^section 
in the rear of the seventh conjpany : the 
whole facing to the left. 'When the left com- 
panies retreat, •the'sec’tiQns file, and .form, in 
the intervals in exte'ndejl order, difssing with 

i> 3 
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the right companies * ; when tliese begin their 
retreat -f-, the Light Company faces and moves 
to the right, so as to cover them, and fires by 
files, retiring till they arrive at the intervals 
between the left companies with whom they 
dress, and remain till they are faced .about to 
retire, when the Light Company again moves 
to the left and covers them, retiring in the 
same manner as before. When the right 
companies are ordered to form line on the 
left, the signal is given for the Light' Com- 
pany to . form sub-divisions in rear of the 
second and seventh companies of the bat- 
talion. 


LINE I'ALTED Oil ADVANCING WHEN LIGHT INFANTRY 
ARE CALLED IN. 

, When the Light Companies are called in, 
the line may hither be baited or advancing. 

r 

* This description^of the operations of the Light Infantry, 
supposes the battalion to be complete, consisting of eight 
companies* exclusive of the Grenadiers and Light Infantry. 

y The dispositions for a retreat must be entirely regulated 
by the nature of die ground, and circumstances ; and over 
whatever tind of ground a retreat is made, it should always 
be performed slowly and with order. Hurry gives birth to 
confusion, and often spreads a panic amongst the troops, 
which generally produces 9 defeat tohenfit ought to be least 
expected. 



In the first case they will retire towards the 
line, closing’ to their outer flan&s by degrees, 
so as when they cojne near their battalions 
they may be in two divisions, ready to file 
round the flanks of the battalion to their 
places. t If the line is advancing, they will 
only close to their outer flanks, so as to be 
in two divisions by the time the* line comes 
up to them, when they will instantly face 
outwards, and file to the rear. 
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LIGHT COMPANIES FORMED. IN 
BATTALIONS* 


MOVEMENT THE SAME AS IN THE LINE. 

When the Light Companies are assembled 
in battalion, their movements mi^st be on 
the same principles as those of the line ; the 
officers and non-commissioned officers posted 
in the same manner, and, as far as possible, 
the same words of* command should be 
used ; it is in their rapidity alone that* they 
must be distinguished, to facilitate which 

the files are to be loosened to the distance of 

• 

six inches ; but great care is to be taken that 
rapidity does not degenerate into confu- 
sion. 


QUICK TIME. 

When two or more companies are together, 
they are to consider themselves as a batta- 

* fsee Dunias. 
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lion : the senior officer is to take the com- 

♦ » 

mand. As Light Infantry seldom act in large 
bodies, all their movements may be in quick 
time * , but when 'in column, the same atten- 
tion must be paid to the pivots covering, and 
the preservation of distances, as is f done by 
the line; the doing so will always ,be found 
the quickest way of forming, by precluding 
the necessity of much after-dressing. 


REGULATING COMPANY f. 

In marching in line to the front, a regula- 
ting company must be named, by which the 
others must carefully dress, and whose move- 
ments they must follow. The officer, leading 

; * A battalion practised to manoeuvres in quick time, will 
do it with as little discomposure as those who move slow ; 
soldiers accustomed to celerity, and to move with a quick 
step, will retain as good wind, arid be as little hurried or con- 
fused, as those who constantly practise nothing but the 
parade step. 

f “ Marshal Puysegur recommends marching in line by 
the centre, in preference to the right, because the centre is 
nearer to the left wing. If the centre is the regulating point, 
a certain degree of convexity must be maintained, to be after- 
wards reduced to an alignment. In the British sendee, the 
regulating battalion is generally on the right ; all the others 
march by it, and by their own respective centres. The prin- 
cipal attention is directed to the preserving interval and the 
parallelism of inarch.”. 
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this regulating company, must Jake points on 
which to march perpendicular to the front of 
the battalion, and /must lead* steadily on 
them, though in quick time ; without these 
precautions, and great attention* being paid 
to them, the march in front ’must soon be- 
come irregular, the fdes will inevitably inter- 
mix, and great confusion must be the conse- 
quence. 


MAY OCCASIONALLY RUN. • 

A battalion of Light Infantry may oc- 
casionally be ordered to run, for the purpose 
of anticipating an enemy 'going to occupy 
any particular post ; but in doing so, the 
utmost care must be taken that confusion 
do not ensue j for which purpose the velocity 
must never exceed .that at which the divisions 
can keep together and dressed ; the distances 
must be preserved as much, as possible : run- 
ning must generally be in sj, column ; but in 
a case of absolute necessity, to mal£ a ^ very 
quick movement to the front, with a batta- 
lion of four or' five companies or *more, the 
best and easiest way of doing it without con- 
fusion, will be in t echeUon, by companies, each 
retired six paces from the preceding one. 
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All columns of Light Infantry to be 
fornjed by sub-divisions, that .is, half com- 
panies. 


FORMING FROM OPEN COLUMN*. 

Tiif. forming from open column to 'the front 
may frequently be done by the divisions 
obliquing to the right or left of the leading 
division, and, if necessary, firing as they come 
up. Light Infantry firing in divisions is to 
be always, by single men, as directed in 
general attentions. 


MOVEMENT BY FILES. 

Battalions' of Light Infantry may fre- 
quently bud it. necessary to move by files 
through woods, and over very' rough coun- 
tries ; in all cases, where it is practicable, it 
is to be done from the right or left of com- 
panies, and distances must be preserved for 
forming^ in the' quickest manner possible. 
Whehever one company forms , the rest are 


* ^Columns may be formed by grand-divisions, sub- 
divisions^ or sections, from the right, left, flanks, or centre of 
wings or battalion, and by files* froA lb* right, left, and 
centre of granfi orsufo-divisions. 
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to do the same,* even supposing they do not 
hear the word or signal for that purpose. 


FORMING IN FRONT. 

If to firm to the front, the leading files df 
each company halt and dress, .the rest 
move up to the right or left of them to their 
proper places. 


FORMING IN hlGUT OR LEFT. 

If to form to the right or left, the compa- 
nies first form separately, and move up and 
dress with what will dhen be Jthe front com- 
pany, by which means the officer command- 
ing will have it in his power, to keep such 
companies in reserve, as he thinks proper ; 
as also in forming, to throw them, to the right’ 
or left of the front company, as circumstances 
may require; *the companies* which are to' 
dress with the front company, are to move up 
to it obliquely in lijie. 
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ADVANCED* AND FLANKING PARTIES. 

A battalion of Ligtit Infantry marching 
through a wood, should have parties in front* 
and on its flanks, in proportion to the strength 
of the battalion. The parties should march 
in front with extended file, and, if attacked, 
must take post and defend themselves till 
supported or called in. 


TO SECURE A WOOD. 

When ordered to secure a wood of no 
very great extent, the battalion should go 
through it, and- take post on the opposite 
side, within its skirt, so as to have the plain 
before it : in this, as well as in all other cases* 
parties should be detached thirty or forty 
yards on the flanks. 


FIRING IN LINE. 

I 

When firing in line, advancing, the march 
must be very slow, the line must be preserved, 
and the officers must take care to point out 

* T\ie advanced detachments, th Atrict discipline of the 
troops, and the vigilance of Jthe commanders, are the sources 
from whence spring the most gloriotis successes. 
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the supposed object of attack^ and see that 
the men direct their fire to it ; very particu- 
lar attention is to be paid that the fire is 
directed to the proper object, ana that it 
ceases on the first word or signal for that 
purpose. 


CO-OPERATION WITH THE LINE. 

Wjien the Light Infantry in battalion is 
detached from the line, the officer command- 
ing must take care to understand thoroughly 
the nature of the intended movement, so as 
to be certain of co-operating with the line 
with exactness and precision. 


TO TAKE POST. 

I 

In general, the method of biking post with 
a battalion of Light Infantry, whether large 
or small, must depend upon the intelligence 
of the officer who commands it, but he must 
observe the same rule as was given for a 
company, via. whatever detachments he may 
find necessary to make, always to keep the 
most considerable part together as a reserve. 
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COMMANDING OFFICER.. 

« m 

The sifccess of arfy engagement, in a wood 
or strong country, depends upon the coolness, 
and presence of mind, of the commanding 
officer, and the silence and obedience of the 
men, fully as much as upon their bravery. 


ARMS HOW CARRIED. 

The arms of the Light Infantry, when in 
battalion, while in movement, are generally 
to be sloped, but always by order, and their 
bayonets are to be. fixed. 


LIGHT INFANTRY IN LINE. 

If, at any tifnc, a battalion of Light In- 
fantry is ordered into the line, the files must 
be. closed, and it ftiust, in every respect, act 
as other battalions of the line. 


RESERVES. 

It is a first principle in the war of Light 
Troops, that* a considerable 4 proportion of 
their force should at all times be kept in 
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reserve. The men who ai'e scattered in front 

• • 

ought to be supported by small parties a 
little in theiV rear £ and thesef again sfiould 
depend upon, and communicate with stronger 
bodies, further removed from the point of 
attack.^ These reserves ought, if possible* to 
be concealed from the view of the enemy. 


IN ADVANCING. 

In advancing, the reserves must not be too 
eager to pi’ess forward. They must give* time 
for those in their front to feel their Avay with 
caution, that they may avoid coming un- 
expectedly upon a superior force of thq 
enemy. 


IN RETIRING. 

In retiring 4 the skirmishers must keep up a 
good countenance, and avqid hurry. They 
must endeavour to gall the enemy from every 
favourable situation, and make him .pay 
dearly for the ground he acquires. The re- 
serves, if not pressed upon by the skirmishers* 
will be able to give them, from*time to time, 
such effectual suppdf^, as will soon check the 
pursuit of the eneyny. 

* 
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A TABiiE* 


OF 

MANCEUVRLS FOR A BATTALION. 


Battalion, 

Wings, 

Grand-Divisior.s, 

Sub-Divisions, 

Platoons, 



Advance 

or 

Retreat 



Wings, 

Grand Divisions, 

Sub-Divisions, 

Platoons, 

Files, 

Indian Files. 


All the numerous movements of Light 
Infantry may be reduced to the following 
heads : 


Marching in File, 

Marching in Column, 

Matching in Line, ^ 

Changing Front, 

Changing Order or Disposition, 
Forming the Square and Oblong. 


* The above table contains no less than one hundred and 
thirty-four different manoeuvres ; viz. forty-two by battalion, 
thirty-four by wings, twenty-six by grand- divisions, eighteen 
by sub-divisions^ and fourteen platoons. 

All 1 these manoeuvres are upforfned much in the same 
manner as. those described for a company. — See Williamson's 
Military Arrangement. 
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THE ' 

GRAND MANOEUVRE. 


“ An army moves on the same principles 
with a battalion, and the grand manoeuvres 
of an army are nothing more than the ma- 
noeuvres of a battalion on a larger scale/' 

“ Thus, we will suppose an army to consist 
of four brigades in one line, each brigade 
being composed of four battalions. The line 
may then form columns scfuare, oblong, &c. 
in the same manner with a battiflion ; in 
which, the right and left wings of the army 
will correspond with the right and left wings 
of a battalion, .each brigade to a grand- 
division, ai»d each battalion to a platoon.” 

“ If the army is to advance in columns, it 
must be in such .a number, as tt\e situation 
of the ground,* and country, will admit. If 
in two columns, it may be from the right or 
left of each wing j if in four, from the right 
or left of each brigade. Th*e eolunjns’ are 
deployed, and tl\e line formed, either to the 
front op obliquely to the right pr reft.” 

* E 2 
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“ As a battalion advances from the centre 
of grand or sub-divisions, in order to change 
front either to the right or \eft flank, so an 
army may. advance in' columns for the same 
purpose from the centre of each brigade, 
or of • each battalion. Or to change front 

" r 

to the right, each battalion may advance 
from the left by files, and from the right 
when it is intended to change front to the 
left." 

“ The order or depth of the line may be 
changed by doubling up brigades or batta- 
lions. It was by a manoeuvre of this kind 
that the battle of Ramillies was gained over 
the French and Bavarian army by the Duke 
of Marlborough.’' 

“ Whdn an army consists of two lines, 
there arc intervals in the second line, through 
which the first line may retreat on any emer- 
gency. When an army dra^vn up in one line 
is obliged to retreat from a superior enemy, 
it may be done by battalions in alternate 
line, as a regiment retires b} r divisions.” 

“ The square* may be formed advancing 
or retreating upon the right center brigade, 

t» t , 

* V The Prussians deem a hollow square weak, if only one 
company l in depth. They form them simply : the fourth 
and fifth companies close to each Gthqr«> All the other com- 
panies face about, ..The companies meye in square by a cor- 
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or upon tliQ, four centre battalipns. 'This ma* 
noeuvre has frequently be<jn practised by a 
line of Infantry, When attacked by Cavalry 
only ; foy if they can once gel. on'the flank 
or rear of the Infantry, they will soon put 
them to the rout ; whereas While a front is 
opposed on all sides, the Cavalry can make 
no impression. Had the french lnlantry ot 
the right wing, at the battle of Blenheim, 
made use of this manoeuvre, they might pro- 
babiy have got off with little loss ; a proof of 
which was given in the following. campaign, 
when ton Bavarian battalions formed them- 
selves into a square, after their horse were 
beat out of the field, and made good their 
retreat, before the whole right wing of Ca- 
valry of the allied army.” 


tinuccl wheel on * moveable pivot. The sixth ami seventh 
form the left flank ; tll£ second and third the right flank, 
and the first anrj eighth the rear face. This square marches 
with two sides in line, and two iji file.” Sec Saldcm » 
Tactics, page 159. 


I 3 




EXERpISING A LIGHT COMPANY 


PREPARATORY TO THf 

GENERAL PARADP 


TELLING OFF TIIE COMPANY*. 

The Company, when first formed, should be 
tun deep *, and si^ed from flanks to centre ; 
then numbered 1, 2, 3, 4,*5, - &c. ; and told 
off right and left , beginning with the right 
hand man, and ending with the. left ; each 
man must rejnembc?r whether he is a right or 
left hand file, in ondcr, when the word is given 
to form four* deep or double files, that he may 
know where to place himself. 

* When Turenne flourished, troops ’on the Continent were 
eight deep. They were, in less than halt a century, seduced 
to £ve deep. They then became four during the war in 
Flanders. They are now reduced to three, and even two 
deep. Improvements in artillery, in fire-arms, and thg in-* 
troduction of the bayonet, in lieu of the half-pike, have 
occasioned these Successive* alterations, 

E 4 
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BY DIVISIONS. 

The Company must also be divided into 
two divisions or sub-divisions ; three divisions ; 
and four divisions , or sections * ; and these 
sections sub-divided again. The centres of 
each division should be marked, that they 
may advance upon them if required. To 
impress the recollection of these distinctions 
more easily upon the minds of the men, it 
will be proper frequently to order the Com- 
pany to form three deep, two deep, four deep, 
and two deep. 


two divisions. 

To distinguish the two divisions, the Com- 
pany should be ordered to face outwards, 
from the centre. 


THREE DIVISIONS, 

The second cr centre division should, be 

: . • 

commanded to order arms, then the first 
and third. 


* A section should never be less than five files. 
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FOUR SECTIONS? 

The first and ifiird sections should be or- 
dered to shoulder arms, and then the second 
and fourth ; this will distinguish the four 
sections. 


CENTRE FILES. 

The two, four , and six centre files of the 
Company ; and tjie two centre files of each 
sub-division, or ’half company, should be 
ordered to step two paces to the front, then 
to resume their places in the ranks. 

All this should* be peufo/med upon the 
private parade by a Serjeant ; and jt would 
perfect the men still more, If the officer was 
afterwards to see it. done himself. 


PIVO T MEINI 

• 

Should be Corporals, or some intelligent 
men who are b’est acquainted with tins ma- 
noeuvres and sounds of the.bugte; if these 
can be selected, the motions will be performed 
with greater precision and celerity. 
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OF FORMING THRF.F. DEEP, AND rOL'fc DEEP. 


* « 

CpMMAfcDING OFFICER. 

CAU'lilOfy 

WORDS 

OF 1 COMMAND. 

The Company will 

Form three deep. 

form three deep. 

r | 


Right face. 


Quick march. 

i 


« * 

Halt, front. i 

j 


• 

« 

! 


Form two deep. 

1 j 

J 


Left face. 


♦ 1 


Quick march. 

1 

1 

k j 

! 

i 

»’ 


EXPLANATION. 

4 

After the words, form three 
deep , are given, the third section 
steps back one pace ; 

The words, right face, are then 
given, and the man on the right of 
the front rank, on facing, disen- 
gages a little to his right ; 

On the word, quick march , the 
front rank men of the third sec- 
tion step off, those of the rear rank 
mark the time till they have 
passed, then follow j when the 
leading man has got to the right 
e company, the words halt , 
are given, on which each 
man halts, faces to his left, and 
mstantly covers his proper file- 
leader. 

At the‘words, form two deep , the 


At the words, left face, the 
whole of the third section faces 
o the left. 

‘'fhe werd, quick march , is then 
jiven, on which the men of the 


they then .move on 
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t 

COMMANDING OFFICER. 

• 

CAUTION. 

% WORDS 

OF COMMANIJ. 


Halt, front, dress up. 

The Company will 

Form four deep. 

form four deep *. 



March. 


Form two deep. 


Close to the froyt. 
March. 

i 


EXPLANATION. 

t 

The words halt, front, dfess up, 
will be given by the officer f or 
serjeant of the third section* 

At the words form four deep , 
the rear rank steps hack one 
pace; 

And at the word march the left 
hand files step back one pace and 
immediately following another, side 
pace to the. rightx * 

At the words, form tu'O deep, the 
left hand files take a side pace to 
the left and another forward. 

After the words, close in the 
• •* 
front, vhtrch ; the rear rank steps 

one pace forward and closes to the 

front. 


* From three deep to form .si* dnp, the words of command are, rear* ranks 
take open order ; Form six deep, the left files of each rank \vill then cover the right 
files of the same rank ; to form three deep again is the reverse. 

f The duty of the SubaltcriJ Officers in a Light Company when manoeuvring is 
very simple, and similar to that when acting in a hattalicjp. Their principal attention 
is to be paid to the marchings, dressings, and to the observation of just distances, 
and accurate formations; they must see that the men fire aud level t well, and 
direct them to the supposed object of attack, and pay due regard to the extension 
of files: when skirmishing, this forms a most material part of an office i’s duty ; it 
should often be p>t in practice, to default a party to cover a woo'J, or given spot, 
which should be done instantly, and without any other knowledge than the judg- 
, ment of sight directs. 


I The word level does not here imjjJy a dirjjct horizontal line, but is meant to be the line 
of direction to the object whjph is aimed at.^ 
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MANOEUVRING THE COMPANY 

BY 

Word of 'Command. 


EXPLANATION. 

After the words, to the left , ex- 
tend — paces ; are given, the whole 

face to the left, except the right* 

• • 

hand file, whicli stands fast : 

At the word, quick viarch, those 
faced to the left step off in quick 
time, and take the ordered number 
of paces, casting their eyes* over 
the right shoulder, so that each file, 
when gt the proper # distance, may 
half, front, and \ dress, by the right, 
without any other word of com* 

mand. The rear rank men take 

* 

ground to the right, in order, if 
necessary, to march or fire, without 
iinffcdiment, through the Intervals 
of tfie front rank. 

At.the word*, to, the right close, 
the whole of the company (except 
the right-hand file winch stands 
fast) faces to tb$ right. 

* The number of pace* ordered to be taken are generally from two to, ten * on 
particular occasions the extension may be greater. • 

t In dressing, each indivitfcial will ciftt his eyes to the point which he is to dicss 
to, with the smaller turn possible, of the Head, but i*eservmg the shoulders # and 
bodv -square to the front— The faces of tfee men, and no! their breasts or feet, arc 
the,!n;v* ni d* r -in';. Each muu is to be able just to distinguish the lower part of 
the man beyond him. 
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COMMANDING OFFICER. 


CAUTION. 

WORDS 

OF COMMAND. 


Quick m«rch. 

Fig- 5. 

The Company will 
extend to the 
right. 

To the right extend 
— paces. 


Quick march. 


To the left close. 


Quick march. 

The Company will 
expend from the 
centre. 

From the centre ex- 
tend. 

See Plate V. Fig. 1. 
Quick inarch. 

Fig. 2. 


To the centre close. 

Fig. 3. 


Quick march. 

F*.4. 


EXPLANATION. 

The whole step off, close , halt , 
front , and dress themselves as they 
come up by the right. 

At the werds, to the right ex- 
tend — paces , the whole (except 
the left hand file which stands 
fast) face to the right. 

At the word quick march , they 
take the ordered number of paces 
in quick time, taking care to look 
over the left shoulder, so that each 
file, when at the proper distance, 
may halt, front, and dress by the 
left. 

The rear rank men step (if 
ordered) between the intervals, to 
the right of their file-leaders. 

The whole (except the left-hand 
file which remains formed) face to 
the left. 

They move off in quick time, 
kilt, ft out, and dress by the left. 

Tub centre file stands fast, the 
remaining files face outw r ards. 

At the words, quick march , they 
extend themselves as from the right 
and left. 

The centre file remains stead- 
fast ; the remaining files face in- 
^ardr. 

They step toff, and as they arrive 
at the centre file, halt, front, and 
dress by the centre. 
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COMMANDING pFFICER. 

CAUTION. 

WORDS 

# OF COMMAND. 

a 


The Company will 
advance in files 
from the right. 


From the right ad- 
vance in files. 


Quick inarch. 


•Front fotm. * 


EXPLANATION. 

The Cornpap^ being in tlie cen- 
tre of thfc rear of a battalion, and 
detached from the rgjht wing, it 
will extend to the left •, if from the 
left wing, it will extend to the 
fright ; and if from the centre, it 
extends to both flanks. 

The commanding officer will 
always signify at what distance the 
files are to form from each other, 
before he gives the, order for them 
to extend. 

After the words, from the ri^ht 
advance in Jiles, are given, the 
Vlg)le of the company fates to the 
light, except the right-hand file, 
which stands fast. 

When .the words, (/uik march , 
arc given, the whole step off, fol- 
lowing the front file, which leads 
out. 

At the words, front form , the 
Reading file halts, and the rear 
files break out to the left, and form 
up successively} in a fine dressing 
by the right. 


* When a Company is advancing from the right, left, oi* centre, either by sub- 
divisions or sections, it is a good method to halt thejp, and face them (if from the 
right) to the left ; (if from the left) to the right ; and (if from thc f centre; outwards; 
and then wheel them into line, whicfywill shew them clearly the exact position they 
are to take when otherwise forming up ;^it will also, very materially instruct them to 
pay a due regard to their proper distances, as any deviation from them wfTl he ex- 
posed when wheeled into line. 
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EXPLANATION. 

When the words, from the right 
retreat in files, hre given, the whole 
(except the rear rank man of the 
right file, who goes to the right 
about) faces to tjie right. 

At the words, quick march , they 
file to the rear, following the right- 
hand file-leaclers. 

When ordered to form to the 
front, the leading file t/ill halt and 
front; the succeeding files break 
out to the right, and, as soon as 
they are on the line, front. 

The right sub-division (except- 
ring the right-hand front file, which 
stands fast) faces to the right : 
the left sub-division (excepting 
the left-hand front file, which also 
stands fast) faces to the left. 

The yvhole step off in quick 
time, following the file-leaders, 
who remained fronted j care must 
be taken that the proper interval 
be kept, which is to be equal to 
fhe front of the company. 

When ordered to, front form , the 
right and left band leading files 
halt, the other files fojm up by in- 
clining to the right and left ; the 
riglit sub-division to the left j and 
the left subdivision to the right. 


♦ Flank files, are the two 'first men on tfce right, and the two last men on the 
left, telling downwards from the right of the company to the leflt A t 
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» 

COMMANDING OFFICSR. 


WORDS 

u a u t i vrrii 

OF COMMAND. 

• 


t 

The Company will 

From the flanks re- 

retreat in files from 

treat in files. 

the flanks. 

Quick march. 


Front form. 

. The Company will 

From the centre ad- 

advance from the 

vance. 

centre. 

Quick march. 

i 

Front form. 


.EXPLANATION, 

sub-divisions • (excreting 
the rear rank rpen of* the rigTit and 
left hand files who go to the right 
about) face outwards. 

The whole step off in quick time, 
following their file-leaders, and 
observing to keep the same distance 
they set off with. 

The leading files halt and front ; 
the remaining files incline* to the 
right and left, and when in line 
come to the right about ; the whole 
dress by the right. 

The two centre files remain 
fronted the others face inwards., 

The whole step oflfJt the same 
time, the two front rank centre 
files inclining a little to the right 
and left, so as to admit their rear 
rank men in front between them. 
The Company advancing in a co- 
lumn, (our a-breast, the rear iSriks 
will be In the centre, and the front 
ranks on the right t anc}left on* the 
outside. 

The whole incline to tfie right 
and left, ’as soon f as the leading 
files halt, and close to # the front* 
the usual dfttance: at the»same 
time the rear rank men v?hich were 


• In the incline, the rfcar rank movJs in thi same maincr, £bd is, of course^ 
regulated by the front rank, which it takes care to coiiform to. 
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• 

COMMANDING OFFICER. . 

CAUTION. 

t 

WORDS 

CPF COMMAND. 

The Company will 
retreat from the 
centre*. 

From the centre re- 
treat. 

Quick march. 


Front form. 

The Company will 
advance from the 
right of sections. 

From the right of 
sections advance. 
See Plate VI 11. fig. l., 
Quick march. 

Fig. 2. 


EXPLANATION. 

in front, fall back in their proper ' 
places j the whole dress by the 
centre. 

The two rear centre files go to 
the right about, and the sub-divi- * 
sions face inwards. 

The whole move off in quick 
time, following their file-leaders, 
four a breast j the two rear rank 
front files will incline a little to the 
right and left, so as to admit their 
front rank men in a line between 
them. 

The leading files halt and fiont, t 
the rear files break out to the right 
and left, at the same time : the 
right sub-division forms to the left, 
and comes to the right about j the 
left sub-division forms up to the 
right, and also comes to the right 
about : great care must be taken 
that the files do not mix. 

The right-hand front file of each 
section stands fast, the remaining 
files face to the right. 

The whole step off together in 
quick time, following their file- 
leaders, and keeping at a proper 
wheeling distance, dressing by the 
right. 


V , * t 

Central movements are .in imitation of Cavalry evolutions, and were first in- 
troduced by General Howe. 
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COMMANDfflG OFFICER. 

CAUTION. 

• 

WORDS 

OF COMMAND. 

.... » 

t 

• 

Front form. 

* Fig. 3. 

TheCompany will re- 
treat from the right 
of sections. 

• 

From the right of 

sections retreat. 

• 


Quick march. • 


Front form. 

The Company will 
advance from the 
centre of subdivi- 
sions*. 

Advance from the 
centre of sub-divi- 
sions. * 

See Plate IK fig. 1. 
Quick march. 


* EXPLANATION. 

The leading files* ofreach section 
halt j the rear, files incline to the 
left, and form up successively in a 
line, dressing by the right. 

In retreating from ^thc right of 
of sections, the rear rank men of 
the right hand files of each section 
face to the right about, and the 
remaining files face to the right. 

The whole step off at the same 
time, following their file-leaders* 

In forming to the front the 
leading files of each section will 
halt and front 5 the rear files incline 
to the. right, form up in lii\e, 
front, an J dress themselves by the 
fight. 

Retreating from the left of sec- 
tions is done afterthe same manner, 
with the exception of filing «from 
the left instead of the right. 

Thi jwo centre files of each sub- 
division Vcmain fronted; the others 
face by si\b*divisio^inwards. * 

The two centre leading-files of 
each sub-division |tep off, and 


* • All maiUEUvres done from the centre will be found very u»eful, a»d should 

be resorted to in passing defiles* bridge *nd narrow passages. a a ta 1 
has to perforn^tbis man^uvie, it should act#s one company, %n file rom t e 
centre ; when clear of the obstacle, it may fojm to the right, 'left, or fiont. 


*2 
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f 

COMMANDING 

OFFICE*. 

CAUTION. 


WORDS 

r 


OF COMMAND. 

c 





i 


Front form, 


The Company will 
advance in 'line, 

& 

and on the march 
change its front to 
the right in open 
, column of sec- 
tion!!. 


Fig. 3. 


Quick march. , 

By sections to the 
right front form. 


Quick march. 


Halt. 

Left face. 
Front form. 


EXPLANATION. 

the others follows marching in two 
columns, four a-breast. 

The leading files of each sub- 
division link ; and the others in- 
cline to the right and left, and form 
line upon them. 

The retreat from the centre of 
sub-divisions or half companies if 
the reverse. 

At the words quick march the 
Company advances in line. 

After the words Inj sections to 
the. right front form, the right hand 
files of each section will halt and 
face to the right, the remaining 
files will form up upon them. 

The w hole step off in open co- 
lumn of sections, the right in 
front. 

•The whole halts. 

The whole face to the left. 

The left hand front files of each 
section stand fast ; the rear files 
incline to the right and form up in 
line ; the whole dress by the left. 

Changing the front to the left, 
when advancing in open column 
of sections, is tfcf reverse. 



COMMANDING OFFICER. 

CAUTION. 

•N ORD S 

OF COMMAND} 

The Company will 

Quick march. 

advance in line. 

By sub-divisions to 

and on the march* 

the front left form. 

change its front to 


the left, in open 
column of sub-di- 
visions, the left in 

Quick march. 

front. 

• 

Halt. 

Right face. 

Front, form Com- 

The Company will 

pany. 

• 

i 

From the flanks ad- 

advance from the 

vance, by Indian 

flanks by Indian 

files. # 

files *, 

Quick march. 

% 


Form. # t 

'• i 4 


! EXPLANATION, 

The Company advances in line. 

The left hand file of each sub- 
division ha\ts and faces l!b life left ; 
the remaining tiles will form up 
upon them by inclining to the 
right* 

The whole step oft' in open co- 
lumn of sub-divisions, the left in 
front. 

The whole halts. 

The sub-divisions face to the 
right. 

The right-hand front files of each 
sub-division stand fast ^ the re- 
maining files incline to the left qnd 
form liu^upon them, dressing by 
the right. 

Thk right and left hand files of 
the company stand fast, theothcr* 
face outwards. 

At the word quick march the 
whole step oft'} each rear 'rank 
man observing to step behind his 
leader, the front rank man, so*as to 
march front and rear alternately in 
a single rank, or rank entire. 

At thtf word fo^m the rear rank 
resume their places by stepping to 
the right of tfieir file leaders. . 


* The advancing and ^retreating b^ Indiatxifiles is fer the purpose of passing 
through woods and thickets, as well as for ,thc less exposure of the men to the 
enemy’s^ fire. 


V 3 
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C0MMANDlNG f OFFICER. 

CAPTION. 

• WORDS 

OF COMMAND^ 


« 

Front form. 

The Company will 

From the flanks re- 

retreat from the 

treat by Indian 

flanks by Indian 
files, * 

files. 


Quick march. 


From form. 

The Company will 

From the centre to 

file from its centre 

the front, file. 

to the front* 

Qui«k march. 


Front form. 1 


EXPLANATION. 

The two leading files halt, and 
the rear files form up upon them, 
those on th$ right flank by incli- 
ning to the left, and those on the left 
flank by inclining to the right ; the 
whole dress by the rihgt. 

The rear rank men of the right 
and left hand files* of the Company 
face to the rear; the others face by 
sub-divisions outwards. 

The whole step off at the same 
time, following the leading files $ 
each front rank man steps behind 
his rear rank man, by which means 
they form as before a single rank. 

The leading files halt, and front ; 
the rear files form up on the right 
and left of them. 

« 

The two centre files remain 
fronted, and the sub-divisions face 
to thim. 

The two centre files lead out, 
and the other forms in Indian files 
iby the rear rank stepping behind 
their front rank men as they ad- 
vance. 

•• 

The centre files bait, and the 
rear files form upon them by in- 
clining to the right and left *. 


These manoeuvres ere principally intended for passing through*woods or very 
narrow defiles. They are called Imfian files, from the American Indians, who 
always march in this order through those vast tracts of Ivood ‘which tlidy must 
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> 

COMMANDING OFFICER. 

• 

CAUTION. 

# words 

OF COMMAND. 

The Company will 
advance in line, 
and on the mar^i 

form different file 

• 

movements. 

Quick march. 

From the right to 
the front file. 

Form double files. 

• 

Form two deep. 


Front form. 

The Company will 
change its front 
to the rear by 
filing on its cen- 
tre *. 

By sub-divisions in- 
wards face. 

Two side steps to the 
right marcy. 


EXPLANATION. 

The whole step off in linepdressing 
by the centre. 

The whole turn to ijie right, and 
file to the left. 

The rear Auk t ikes a side step 
to tiie right, and each left-file man 
steps up to the right of his file lea- 
der, the man before him, and 
dresses in a line with him j the 
march is then four a- breast, with 
proper intervals left for the files to 
resume their former position. 

. The left files step to the left of 
the right files, marking time one 
pace, and slipping behind them. 

r fhe* rear rank closes by a side 
step to the front. # 

TIh? leading file halts, and the 
others form tip by inclining to the 
left, and dressing to the right. 

• 

The sub-divisions face inwards. 

'll c whole take two side steps 
to the right j then a serjegnt will 


cross, in penetrating into an enemy’s country. It is on this supposition of march- 
ing through a, wood, that it is tl^e jcustom for the m£n to tray their arms, when 
marching in file. 

* ** No evolution in tactics is of more importance, excepting marching in line, 
than changes of front, executed with accuracy. Battles of the most* decisive con- 
sequences have been lost, on gained, fifcm either omission, or # skilful execution of 
this manoeuvre. Hack the Austrian#, at thu battle of dm that, in the Revcn yars 
war, changed position, skilfully, on thcirientre, on perceiving the King of Prussia’s 
attache directed agai ns) their left, the well-conceived designs of that sagacious monarch 
would not have been attended with fhe brilliant success which crowned the day* 
The evolutions of that day, drew the attention of Europe to Prussian tactics.” 
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COMMANDING OFFICER. 

ft.. 

CAUTION. 

WORDS 

€ OF 'COMMAND. % 

• 

Qyick march. 

The Company will 
advance on thef 
four centre files, 
and on the march 
change its front to 
the left. 

Advance on the four 

centre files. 

Quick march. 

See Plate VII. fig. 1. 

% 


To th£ left front 
fornl. 

The Company vill 
^ advance in line, 
and * change its 
front to the right. 

Quick march. 

To the right front 
form. 


• EXPLANATION. 

place himself in the centre facing to 
the rear. 

The whole ^move off, and the 
first file of each sub-division wheels 
immediately o'n passing the centre 
serjeant, and the rest continue to 
wheel in succession as they advance, 
each file * forming in the rear of 
the preceding, and pressing by the 
centre. 

The four centre files remain 
fronted, the others face inwards. 

The four centre files lead ou^, 
and the others march to the centre j 
as soon as they come on the ground 
on which the centre files stood, 
each file on the right of the centre 
turns to the right ; and each file on 
the left of .the centre, to the left, 
and ntarch out to the front four a- 
breast, coveting the four centre 
files. * 

The left sub-division halts and 
faces to the left, the right sub-divi- 
sion inclines to the right and forms 
up in a line, dressing by the left. 

« .The whole advaftae in line. 

. The right-hand file halts and 
faces to the right, the rear files 
break out to the left, and form up 
successively. 


• “ In counter marching, the* Prussian* go oyer the least degree of ground ; and 
the English over less than the French ; whose' mode ensures *>reat ^curacy, afrom 
dressing forwaul in line % to the original position of the front rank.” 

If to advance upon the six cenue files, the Company must be forced three deep- 
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1 

commanding officer. 

• 

CAUTION. 

WORDS 

o£ COM M ANjD. 
£ 


The Company will 
change its front to 
the rear, in line, 
by the counter- 
march of singl£ 
files* 

The Company will 
change its posi- 
tion by counter- 
march of single 
ranks. 


The Company will 
form the hollow 
square on the se- 
cond section 3 the 
second section will 
stand fast} the 
first and third sec- 
tions will wheel 
back on the right 
and left, and the 
fourth section will 
file to the regr* 


By single files to the 
right counter - 
march. 


To the left face. 

By single ranks to 
the right and left 
countermarch. 


Halt, front, dress. 

On the right and left 
backwards wheeU 


Quick march. 


To the rear face f. 


EXPLANATION. 

» 

Each file count /r-marches on its 
own groumf ; the rear rank keep* 
ing close locked to* a:«d filing 
round with, its front rank man, till 
the position * is gained when thef 
wh^le dress by the Teft. 

The whole face to the left. 

The front rank wheels short, 
round to the right, the rear rank 
wheels to the left 3 each rank at! 
the same instant, but separately y 
and, as the leading files meet, they 
will close to the usual distance. 

The whole halt, face to left, and* 
dres* the right. * 

The second section stands fist, 
the first section wheels back a quar- 
ter of a circle on its left, the third 
section a quarter of a circle to its 
right; anti the fourth section faces to 
the left, yeady to file to the rear. 

Tlje whole wheel and step off 
together, and are halted by their 
respective officers. 4 • 

The whole face to the rear, by 
the first section facing to the right j 
the second seegon going to the 
•right about 3 the third section 
facing to _fhe left, and the fourth 
section keeping its position. 


• The loqper the filef are for this ipanoeuvi?, the better the countermarch car*bc 
performed. 

t The different side* of a square ary termed facet; as the front face, the right 
face, the left face , the rear face. 
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EXPLANATION. 

The whofe step off at the same 
instant. 

The whole turn to the left : these 
words should be given just as the 
right foot is going to the ground, 
then the men will turn to the left 
in two paces, and step off with the 
left foot the third pace, when the 
word forward is gi\*m. 

The whole go to the right about 
and mark time. 

At the word forward the whole 
step off together. 

The whole turn to the right and 
mark time, till the word forivard is 
given. 

The Company halts. 

The whole face as when first 
formed. 

The second section stands fast, 
thefirst section wheelson itsleft,the 
third section on its right ; and the 
fourth section files to the front by 
facing to the right. 


As the firings may be introduced after any of the formations, they are not men- 
tioned ) it being entirely at the discretion of the commanding oflicgr. 



SKIRMISHING. 


The Company being sufficiently instructed 
in the firings and manoeuvring, will proceed 
to skirmish, when one general principle must 
be observed, namely, that seldom more than 
one half must be *scnt forward to skirmish, 
the other half is to remain formed in the rear, 
and ready to give support. If a battalion is 
in reserve, then a Jwliole Company may be 
sent forward to skirmish as iTi the advanced 
guard. 

The constituent parts of skirmishing are 
extension of fjles, and forming chains ; which 
are usually performed by detachments, for the 
protection off foraging parties^ the escorting 
of convoys ; masking the manoeuvre of regi- 
ments ; covering the retreat of battalions, or 
forming the advanced guard of an army : .and 
whenever there is a body separated^ from the 
grand army, a strong skirmishing party is use- 
ful, in keeping up the communication, aftid 
covering the .advanced parts bclopging to 
that separate body. 
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Skirmishing with thejright platoons 

INrfRONT*. 

The caution being given for the right 
pla'toAns to skirmish in the front of thb Com- 
pany, the bugle will sound the skirmish ; 
when finished, the»f first and second sections 
move briskly forward fifty paces, when the J 
second section is halted; the <5 first, section 
advancing sixty paces fijrther to the front, 
when they' extend themselves to the left so 
as to cover the whole Company ; the || third 
and fourth sections remain as a reserve. 
When the signal to march is given, the whole 
move forward in ordinary time, taking great 
care to preserve their proper intervals j at 
the signal tb commence firing, the skirmishers 
in ‘front, conduct themselves in the same 
manner, as firing in advancing. If the signal 
to halt is given, the whole corps halts, and 
the skirmishers Cease firing, but keep, their 
ground*;' on the 'signal for retreat, the whole 
corps, except, the skirmishers, face to the 
right-about, arid retires in ordinary time, 

*‘See Regulations for the Exercise of Riflemen, from which 
may be obtained a fuller account of skirmishing, 
t Sec Plate X. fig. 1 and a. * 

$ Fig. a. § Fig. 3. II Fig. 1. 
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paying tire greatest attention tp the preserva- 
tion of distances. The first section, which 
• • > 
lias been pushed j>u in front in extended 

order, conducts itself iit the samd manner, 
as in firing, in retreating. On frhe signal to 
halt, t[ie whole halts, fronts; and th« skir- 
mishers. cease firing. At the signal to close, 
the first section, which has # extended itself in 
front to skirmish, falls back on the second 
section, which remained formed in its rear. 
At the second signal to close, the advanced 
sections retreat in* tpiick time, and takt> their 
places in the line. 


SKIRMISHING WITH THE ^.EFT PLATOONS 
IN FRONT. 

When left* platoons advance .to skirmish, 
they proceed exactly the same, observing 
that the -|' fourth^ section is* pushed on in 
front, and extends to the right, so as to cover 
the whole Company. 

The officers of tjie detached platoous must 
direct their principal attention to confine, 
in such a manner, the movements of their 
half’ pldtoons arid skirmishers, wifh those of. 
the battalion of corps, as always to # keep 

* See PAte XI. fig. l. 


. t Fjg.% 
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parallel with them, and to preserve the pro- 
per distances of the extended order they have 
been* directed to take. The captain is with 
the reserve, the second lieutenant with the 
skirmishers,, and the youngest officer with 
the second ob third section, whichever ad- 
vances. 

If the whole is to incline to the right, the 
bugle will sound the incline to the, right ; the 
skirmishers will then wheel to the right, and 
the other platoons will file in the rear of 
tlien\, observing the same • positions and dis- 
tances. — Inclining to the left, is the reverse. 


RETREATING ACRCfcS A PLAIN. 

* 111 retreatiyg across a plain, the *f- Com- 
pany will be ordered to face to the right 
about, leaving the right and left hand files X 

* This manoeuvre is most proper for a battalion* 

4* See Plate XII." fig.. 1. 

J A retreat is much better performed by alternate com- 
panies, in a battalion, or by alternate sections, in a company, 
than by right and left hand files acting as skirmishers, 
because every movement, where telling off is required, must 
be inconveiyent ; it* takes up mucl\ jime, occasions* <Jelay, 
and often produces confusion ; where.as this manner of re- 
treating, by alternate companies, or sections, requires no 
calculation ; and the firing is executed with greater exact- 
ness. 
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of each sectioh fronted ; at the sound of the 
retreat, the company will retreat, and the 
right and left hand, files * will immedfhtely 
extend themselves so as *o cover them, and 
follow the Company at thirteen paces dis- 
tance-^; the intervals left by the skirmjsl\ers 
must be.carefully preserved. The skirmishers 
will fire and load, retreating, and yrithout 
halting. At the signal to halt, th^ Company 
fronts ; and at the sound of the retreat, the 
skintiishers fall in their places in the line. 


RETREATING, LEAVING THE J CENTRE DIVISION 
IN FRONT. 

The first and third divisions will go to the 
right-about, at the sound of .the retreht ; the 
second § division will extend from- the centre 

* See Plate XII. fig. 2 > 

f The distances of skirmishers, as here laid down by au- 
thority, are seldom adhered to, being found very inconvenient, 
as their proximity to the reserve will not allow time suffi- 
cient for each party to execute their itiovcmcifts with neat- 
ness and precision \ besides, in action, the distance of tlairteen 
paces can never be supposed to afford security to the main 
bodyj liowever it may’ answer the purpose at a* review. In 
general the distances Should be regulated# according to # the 
ground and circumstances. 

X See Plate XII? fig. V. 
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*” 4 Mhw ‘ firi °S retreating, at thirteen paces 
distance. 


TO FORM THE CHAIN. 

Thj; caution being given that tlig Com- 
pany will form the chain *, and the fourth 
section .remain as a reserve. The bugle will 
sound forrt^ the chain , when the first, second, 
and third *f* sections will advance in line fifty 
paces, and extend themselves to the left in 
douhjc file? at ten paces distance from each 
other. 

At the signal of the bugle to inarch, the 
chain moves forward, taking care to preserve 
.flieir distances-. " The section of reserve 
follows, at the distance of fifty paces, in 
order to give support to any part of the 
chain that may be attacked. 

On the signal to halt, the whole halts and 
dresses. If the chain is to fire, , the signal is 
made to commence firing ; on which the 
right fugleman of each division of the chain 
takes three paces to the front and fires, falls 
back again into liis place and loads; the 
other tln'ee men perform 'the same singly, 
and by this means the fire is kept up, with- 

* See Plate XIII. fig. l.‘ 


V Fig. a. 
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out intermission, till the signal is made to 
cease firing. * * 

At the signal to retreat, ‘the. whole chain 
faces to the right-about, and retreats jin or- 
dinary tinte. On the signal to. haft, tfie 
whole chain halts and fronts. Jf it is to in- 
cline to the left, it faces to the left; if to 
incline to the right, it faces and takes ground 
to the right ; or the ground* on either flank 
may be obtained by an oblique movement. 
On the signal to close, the whole chain 
closes to the point from whence the sound 
is given. 

TO CONCEAL THE FORMATION OR A BATTALION. 

a 

m 

In masking the manoeuvre of a * battalion, 
the *f- Company will advance in two divisions 
from its inner flanks to the front of the 
column to any distance that, may be di- 
rected : at the sounfl to extend , they wheel % 
inwards, to cover the si^ne extent of 
ground as the battalion requires to form line 
upon. When they are to close, the signal 
will be given to close, and the divisions Will 
face outwards, and file to the right and left 
flanks § of the battalion, 

* See Plate fXV, , f Fig. I. I. 

X Fig. S. $ fig.4. *.• 

o. 



Or the Company may advance ‘in sub- 
divisions, an'd form the chain*; the right 
sub-division .to the left r and' the left sub- 
division. to the fight: at the sound of 
the close, the divisions close to the points 
they extended from ; and at the sound of the 
retreat, they form upon the flank's of the 
battalion, 'which will then be in line. 


TO FORM THE ADVANCED GUARD * 

No body of troops ought at any time to 
march without an advanced guard ; and a 
communication should be constantly kept up 
between the advanced ^uard and the main 
body. An advanced guard, or a patrole, 
must <dctach one or two small parties a little 
way in its front. From these, flankers are 
to be sent out, who must examine the coun- 
try closely ort each side.^ The flankers should 
keep up a communication wj,th each other, 
and also with the party from which they arc 
sent ; by the operations pf which their move- 
ments must be regulated. • The exteut of the 
precautions to be used, must depend upon 

^ t * * * 4 

* If the reader is desirous of lemming the whole duty of 
ah advanced guard, he should refer to the King of Prussia's 
Instructions to the Officers of t his Army, article 1st, page 1st ; 
and, although it is thfre lai^d down for tne Cavalry, it will be 
found equally applicable to t^ light Infantry* 
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the intricacy of the country, and the proba- 
bility there is, of the enemy being in' the 
neighbourhood. 

At the signal to 1 form the advanced 
guard*, the commanding officer with the 
first section *f» marches in front- of the corps, 
to which be forms the advanced guard, in the 
day-time five hundred paces, # but in the might, 
or in hazy weather, three hundred only. The 
second section J is detached two hundred 
paces nn front of the first, and a party § of a 
serjeant and six men is pushed on jone hun- 
dred paces further, which forms the head of 
the advanced guard. The third and fourth 
sections|| are placed ^three hundred paces to 
the right and left of the first, &nd even with it, 
taking care to preserve, as much as possible, 
the above distances from it, and detaching 
one hundred paces forward in an oblique 
direction to the oqter flanks,* a non-com- 
missioned officer and six men-^f, who will 
again detach skirmishers forward in an ob- 
lique direction on their flanks. On a t!he sig- 
nal to march, the whole advanced gu^rd 
moves forward ; on the signal, to halt, the 

* See Plate XV. 

t See Plate XV. 6g. 9. 

? • 9 * 

II Fig. i- *• 

O 3 


t Fife. 1. 
5 Fig. 3. 
f Kg. 
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whole halts, keeping the sanie position ; at 
the signal to close, the serjeants’ detachments 
join* their respective sections at the second 
close,* the second, ‘third, and fourth sections 
close and form to the first. 

."When a Company is in line by itself, and 
practises forming the advanced guard; it. 
should first be ordered to form close column 
of sub-divisions, by the right .sub-division 
standing fast ; the second sub-division facing 
to the right, and marching to the rear Of the 
first subdivision. The *bugle then sounds, 
form the advanced guard , the rear sub-divi- 
sion faces outwards, by the third section 
facing to the right, and^the fourth section to 
' the left: the finft section will stand fast ; the 
second, third, and fourth sections, all step off 
at the same time; the second section, two 
hundred paces to the* front; the third and 
fourth sections, three hundred paces to the 
right and left of the first section, and on a 
line even with ,*it : as soon as they arrive at 
4heir destination and ase halted, the officers 
ai\d non-commissioned officers will then de- 
tach .forward, and from their flanks, the 
skirmishers, as has already been described. 
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SKIRMISHING ^EJIIND HEDGES. 

» ^ 

Suppose a road bordered by two hedges, 
or other fences, which the columns of the 
enemy u\?re expected to pass ; to prevent, or 
at least td impede, their progress, *the Light 
Infantry may resort to the following ma- 
noeuvre. Line the outside of each fence with 
Light.Infantry ; as the enemy advance com- 
mence firing from thp right files, and let each 
file, as soon as they have fired, retreat behind 
the left or rear file, and instantly reload. By 
this method a very small body may keep up 
a constant and harassing fijrc, and present 
the most delusive appearance of strength to 
an enemy. 


REIlfrORCING SKIRMISHERS. 

When a detachment is sent to reinforce a 
party of skirmishers, withoufany immediate 
necessity for its forming in a particular place ; 
the best method is for the detachment ta ex- 
tend itself* and form up directly betvigeen the 
intervals of the skirmishing party^; and when 
called in, will fall back, and close to the point 
from which it extended ; if from the .left, it 

g 3* 



86 


will dose to the left ; and if tho first detach- 
mei>t was sent from the right, jt will close to 
the right: each party* files outwards, and 
parches to its original position. 
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LIGHT INFANTRY AGAINST 
CAVALRY. 


Count Turpin says, detachments form 
the youngest officers; they execute in detail, 
what a general does with an army; therefore, 
it follows, that every officer should qifalify 
himself for all great enterprises, and learn 
dispositions suitable to place and circum- 
stances. In the event of being attacked by 
cavalry, the greatest presence of mind, with 
determined resolution, should predominate ; 
and circumspection in the choice of an ad- 
vantageous situation should also be imme- 
diately resorted to; therefore, to avoid this 
impending dhnger, recourse must be had jto 
the * square or orb , the latter of which is thus 
described by General Jarry in his useful little 
treatise on the Duty of Light Troops. 

* Tfie lafger the sqifere is, the greater the dftiger will be, 
from tbe probability of its being charged jjefore it can form; 
for the attack, in formation, generally proves fatal. A small 
square is more expeditiously formed, and consequently less 
liable to be attacked before it Uncompleted, 

•G 4 
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“ If Light Jnfantry are surprised by ca- 
valry, on open ground* it must then be de. 
cidetl at the first ceup-d’cf'l, whether the Light 
Infantry 'can reach Vhe hedges or other cover 
in time ; and* if not* they must instantly run 
from *the circumference to the centre, to form ' 
a round ma^s 

“ Infantry, armed with bayonets, and formed 
into a close mass* can always resist a charge 
pf cavalry, especially a charge cn faurrageur : 
for that purpose, the men must support,’ and 
press against each other, from the centre to 
the circumference* without breaking the en- 
semble. In this situation* they have only to 
present the bayonet to the horses’ nostrils* and 
steadily wait for the charge. The cavalry 
will sdon retire beyond the reach of mus» 
quetry. The infantry will take the advan- 

* A round mass* or orb, in tactics, is the disposing of a 
number of soldiers in a circular fohn of defence. The Orb 
has been thought o t consequence enough to* employ the atten- 
tion of the famous Marshal de Puysegur, in his Art of War, 
who prefers this position, to throw a body of infantry in an 
open country, to resist cavalry, or even a superior force of 
infantry; because it is regular, and equally strong, and gives 
an enemy np reason io expect better success by attacking one 
place in preference to another* Caesar drew up his army in 
this form when 'he fought against Labienus. The whole 
army ot* the Gauls was formed into an orb , under the com- 
mand of Sabinus and Cotta, when nghtifig against the Ro- 
mans, The orb was generally formed six deep. 
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tage of then retreat to proceed to some cover, 
without stopping to fire or load again." . 

“ The true defencfe of infantry against ca- 
valry is ir\ the use of the bayonet, and* in the 
force of a thick and immoveable body of men, 
pressed together en masse. Horses can neither 
support nor push each other on, and the force 
of one horse may be checked by the ‘united 
power and weight of seven or eight men.” 

“ As from the nature of its duty. Light In- 
fantry is often exposed to be attacked una- 
wares by cavalry, it ought to be practised to 
form quickly into a round mass, wherever it 
is threatened with a charge of this kind. 
Having repulsed the charge^ the commander, 
will cause it to march in close column to the 
nearest shelter." 


The following is suggested by Baron Gross. 

* ** Should circumstances render it impos- 
sible for Light Infantry to avoid being at- 
tacked by a body of cavalry, they should^ be 
formed into two ranks at close order, and form 
a crotchet on each wing, in which position they 
will wait for the ehemy, the front rank kneel- 
ing down, and presenting bayonets ; should 

* Baron Groat on' the Ddties of Light Troops. 
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the enemy advance to the charge, the rear 
rank.only will firf at the instant he is twenty- 
five paces distance ; the front rank will then 
rise, fitp’in the fact; of the enemy’s cavalry, 
and after that present their bayonets to his 
horses. It, will, however, be much better to 
form in three ranks w hen thus opposed by 
cavalry, and to keep the fire of the third rank 
in reserve. These remarks are only intended 
to remind an Officer commanding Riflemen, 
or Light Infantry, of the cautions which are 
requisite when acting against cavalry; and 
to evince the necessity of keeping his men 
within such a distance of each other, that he 
may be able to re-assemljle them in time, and 
the propriety off having a reserve behind him, 
to fortn a third rank, in case it should be 
wanted.” • 

Th E disposition for a f detachment of In- 
fantry, retreating in a plain , from before 
cavalry, much superior to it, is thus described 
by Count Turpin : — 

** Suppose five hundred foot retreating from 
“ before a thousand horse ; the foot m^y re- 
“ treat in a square, the four angles being co- 
“ vefed on the outside by grenadiers: these gre- 
“ nad iereshould preserve theirfire till the horse 
“ come so near, that ttyey are in danger of be- 
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“ ing brokejnupon, unless they^an keep, them 
“ at a distance by firing ypon them. , The 
“ fire of this square Should be carefully mana. 
“ ged and given by thd platoons, ‘when # the 
“ horse is within the distance of thirty paces ; 
“ for if the enemy is permitted to *c<nne 
“ nearer, the soldier, incapable pf reasoning 
“ like an officer, is often more frightened at 
“ the horsd than the man ; and being too much 
“ confused to present his piece, and fire pro- 
“ perly, will fall back, and consequently 
“ make an opening in the battalion, through 
“ which resolute cavalry will not fail to enter ; 
“ whereas, when the enemy is at thirty paces 
“ distance, he is not yet n,ear enough to inti- 
“ midate the soldier, but is*at a proper di- 
** stance for the fire to have tjie wished effect. 
“ But even suppose, for a moment, that the 
“ soldier is npt frightened at this great body 
“ of cavalry coming down upon him, and 
“ waits for it till it is almost tfithin reach .of 
“ his bayonet, in order fo make a surer 
“ fire, and at the same time to thrust his bay* 
“ onet into the Horse’s breast ; as it is the na- 
“ tuse of a horse, # when killed,* to fall forwards, 
“ or, when wounded, to push upon that part 
“ from whence the blow came, the soldier is 
“ of course obliged* to give way, , to make 
“•room for the lulled or. wounded horse:* 
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“ therefore if ©nly one horse, dead or alive, 
“ gets into the ranks, the square is broken ; 
** which is one of the realms for not suffering 
“ the enemy to approach nearer than thirty 
“ paces ; anil the fire, if well directed, will 
** HaVe its full effect at that distance, and the 
“ killed or wounded horses will not bfe within 
“ reach' of breaking the square. The reason 
“ why the square should not fire by divisions 
“ is, in case any troops of horse should re- 
“ main unbroken,' and continue the charge, 
“ they will'find a fire from every part, which 
“ will, in all probability, at last force them to 
“ retire in disorder, to a distance from the 
“ square. But notwithstanding, for many 
“ reasons above mentioned, the disposition 
“ in cofumn is always preferable to that of 
“ a square: five hundred foot will form a 
“ column sufficient to retreat with safety, and 
** keep up a constant fire. ' 

** If the detachment is stronger in infantry, 
** and the enemy proportionably superior, aco- 
“ lumn -is best, because the column being full, 
** forms a body that must act together, and of 
“ which all the evolutions are uniform.; an §id«. 
** vantage not to be found in a square, as there 
“ will <be a great void in the centre, and one 
** side of the square may march faster or slower 
44 than the other three, which may cause an 



“opening at* two of the angles, although 
“ guarded t>y grenadiers. 

“ Suppose a detriment of twelve hundred 
“ foot, retreating in an open country, attacked 
“ by twd thousand horse; the disposition in 
“ column is imagined to be .the best # it # can 
“ take. # This column shall have sixteen men 
“ in front, and sixty-two in depth the re- 
“ maining two hundred and eight, supposed 
“ to be grenadiers, shall be divided into four 
“ parts ; two of which will support the two 
“ Hanks at the head, the two others, those of 
“ the rear guard : by this disposition it is ima- 
“ gined the infantry will be enabled to make 
“ a good retreat. If the enemy should attack 
“ but one side, by 'firing iirtlie manner above 
“ directed, he will certainly lose great num- 
“ bers before he will be able to come near the 
“ column ; besides,* the depth of the column 
“ occupying'far less ground than the enemy’s 
“ cavalry, ynless he forms himself in four 
“ or five lines, the infantry can never ’be 
“ engaged but wijh the first line. Those. in 
“ the rear not adding to the weight of the 
“ charge, it must be impossible for rear ranks 
“ of cavalry to nftld to the force ; fhe success 
“ of the attack ' chiefly depending upon the* 
“ quickness with which the troopers *in the 
front .ranle-chqrge ; thus the column of in* 


44 
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“ fantry is stronger in itself, than the lina of 
“ cavalry by which it is attacked.' 

“ Tf the enemy'should attack the two flanks, 
“ then, the column, by making a motion to the 
“ right br left, will be formed in ei£ht ranks 
“ on one sideband eight on the other; and if 
** the advanced or the rear guard is attacked, it 
will then be the grenadiers inclusive, thirty- 
“ four men in front. Thus it appears that, on 
“ whatever side the column is attacked, it 
“ will be in force, and capable of resisting 
“ so superior an enemy. 

“ The detachment should be caused to ob- 
“ serve a profound silence ; so that the 
“ firings, when ordered, may be executed with 
the utmost exactness. " It is the officer’s 
“ duty to make the platoons they command 
“ obey, and to’ prevent them from firing till 
“ they judge proper; for it is very certain, 
“ if the soldiers are left to themselves, they 
“ will be firing continually; and the column 
“ having thrown &way its fire would prevent 
“ so favourable a moment for the enemy to 
“ make the attack, having nothing to fear 
“ but the bayonet, that he would scarcely 
“ fail seizing tlie opportunity : but if ‘care 
“ hath been taken to preserve the fire, and 
“ to Are by * platoons only, it is morally cer* 

4 * Platoou and Company are syuonimous terms. 
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“ tain that a column in this disposition can 
“ retreat sdfely from before h body of ca- 
“ valry very superior. If the enemy can be 
“ prevented breaking intp tlie coluipn at the 
“ first charge, it is very certain his* ardour 
u will be greatly abated in the second, and 
“ still more in the third, till at length he 
“ shall be repulsed with great lofcs, and the 
“ detachments perhaps escape without losing 
u a man.” 
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SI QN A LS. 


In the Rules and Regulations it is particu- 
larly mentioned, that words ol’ command arc 
on all occasions to be used, and that signals 
are only to be resorted to in aid of the voice. 

Tlie necessary signals are to be lew and 
simple, and should be well understood by the 
Oflieers and non-commissioned Officers. 

All signals are to be repeated ; and those 
made from the line jor column are to convey 
the intentions of the Commanding Officer of 
the line or column to the Officer command- 
ing the Light Infantry, who will communicate 
them to the several companies or detach- 
ments either by word or signal. 

At the commencement of tlie sound of the 
bugle (if on the march) the ’Company should 
mark time, and nyver begin. to change their 
position till the sound is cpiite finished. 

IV hen any change is to take* place; from the 
right, left, or centre of the Company, the low 
G is generally made use of as u caution, and 
is sounded previous the other uotes ; if 
from the ‘right, tvv’o G’s are, to .be soupded ; 
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if from the left, three G’s are to fye sounded ; 
and if from the centre, one G *. 

t * i 

A good bugle may be heard at the distance 
of ,thre'<; miles. 


The following, are the Signals for the Bugle and Drum,, 
which are to he considered as fixed and determined 

ones. 


FOll THE BUGLE. 

To Advance/ 

To lie treat. 

To Halt. 

To Cease Firing. 

To Assembly. 

« 


FOR THE DRUM. 


To Advance, . . . 

. . . . Grenadiers March, 

To Retreat, .... 

. . . . 'The Retreat. 

To Halt, .' 

, . . . Troop.' 

To Cease Firing, . , 

, . . . The General. 

To Assemble, . . . 

. . . „ To Arms. 


* ‘dee a very u>eful little work published by Egerton, en- 
titled, The Jiugle Horn Sounds, as used by the 95th, or Rifle 
Regiment, 



EXPLANATION OF 7 Y//i. PLATES. 


ALL th% Plates, excepting that of the advanced guard, fepftsent 
twenty files, Jtwo deep, and these arc divided into two subdivisions of 
ten files each ; and four sections, of five files to eacli section ; a num- 
ber quite sufficient to answer the intended purpose. No serjeants are 
exhibited in any of the Plates, excepting that of the advanced guard, 
in order that the officers may be the better distinguished : they can ea- 
sily be represented in the mind, by supposing, at close order, the offi- 
cers to be covered, and in expended order the serjeants to be equally 
divided in the rear ; to have personated them wouhf have tended to 
very little purpose, and only added to the confusion and cxpence of 
the engravings. The whole of the Company is supposed to be reviewed 
with its officers complete. 

7 he officers are distinguished by their swonfs drawn. 

7 he front rank vicn are numbered. 

The front and line of march arc indicated by the arrows and dotted 
lines. 

Snjejnts in the advanced guard are represented by the initial ^ 


Plate I. Shews the Coiftpany in extended order, .firing advan- 
cing. • 

Plate II. Represents the Company in extended order, firing 
* * retreating. , 

Plate III. Is the Company in extended order, firing advancing, 
and covering each other. 

Plate IV. Exhibits a view of the Company extending from, and 
closing to th? right. ^ 

Pi?ate V. %e Company* extending fyom, and closing to the 
centre. 



EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES* 

c 

Plate VI. The Company filing from its flanks, and forming to 
the front. 

PlatJ VII. The Company advancing upon the four centre files, 
and forming to thelfront. 

Plate VU'i. Advancing from the right of sections, and forming 
r to the front. 

Plate IX. Advancing from* the centre of subdivisions or half- 
‘ companies, and forming to the front., 

Plate X. Skirmishing with the right platoons, in front. 

Plate XI. Skirmishing with the left platoons, in front. 

Plate XII. Fig 1 ancf 2. Right and left hand files of sections, 
covering the retreat of the Company. 

Fig. 3 and 4. The centre divisions covering the re- 
treat of the Company. • 

Plate XIII. Formation of the ch?in. 

Plate XIV. Dispositions of the Company masking the manoeu- 
vre of a battalion. 

Plate XV. The formation of the advanced guard. 

Plate XVI. The Company divided and placed in the rear of the 
2d and, and 7th Companies of its battalion, and 
skirmishing in front. 
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